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WINNER OF THE NEW JERSEY PRESS ASSOCIATION’S GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR SEVEN CONSECUTIVE YEARS (2011-2017)

By Kyle Bagenstose 
kbagenstose@couriertimes.com 
@KyleBagenstose

In July 2017, the Bordentown City 
Water Department, which serves 
approximately 15,000 people in the 
city and neighboring Bordentown 
Township, made a big switch.

It began pumping water from 
a newly drilled well near the 
Crosswicks Creek, and by the next 

month the well was supplying the 
majority of the water in the system, 
which totals about 1.5 million gal-
lons a day.

The change was a major part of 
a years-long, multi-million dollar 
effort by the city to address high 
levels of radionuclides in its drink-
ing water. Since 2009, radium — a 
naturally occurring contaminant — 
had been found several times in the 
city’s drinking water above safety 

standards put in place by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
The new well is deeper, and lower in 
radionuclides.

But within months of making the 
water change last year, the city had a 
new problem on its hands: the toxic 
metal lead. Water samples taken 
in November 2017 from 74 homes 
across the two towns showed that 
16 of them, or 21 percent, had lead 
levels above the EPA’s 15 parts per 
billion action (ppb) level. The overall 
rating was 30 ppb, double the EPA’s 
limit.

Experts: Bordentown’s water corrosive
Experts say water’s corrosivity 
could be cause of lead issue

In 2016, tap water in this home on West Constitution
Drive in Bordentown Township was tested for lead 
and found to contain 1.6 ppb, far below the EPA’s 
15 ppb “action level” for lead. In 2017, the lead level 
doubled to 3 ppb. In May 2018, it reached 15.4 ppb. 
[KYLE BAGENSTOSE / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

Participants in the opening preview and celebration of the Pennsylvania Turnpike/Interstate 95 interchange are given a bus tour of the 
completed link of the $450 million project. [KIM WEIMER / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

Vincent Morales, who worked on the PA Turnpike/I-95 
interchange project, has his picture taken on the I-95 northbound 
fl yover that connects to the turnpike on Friday. A grand opening 
ceremony in Bristol Township celebrated the completion of phase 
one of the project. [KIM WEIMER / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

By James McGinnis 
jmcginnis@couriertimes.com 
@James_McGinnis

The road has been long and 
the journey is far from over.

On Friday, federal, state 
and local lawmakers cut a 
ceremonial ribbon on the new 
Interstate 95/Pennsylvania 
Turnpike interchange, the first 
phase of a massive project that 
could eventually cost taxpay-
ers as much as $2 billion.

Sometime this weekend, 
crews will put the finishing 
touches on two, multi-story 
highway flyovers — each one 
longer than seven football 
fields — soaring above Bristol 
Township and allowing inter-
state drivers to go from Maine 
to Florida without ever leaving 
the highway save for the occa-
sional bathroom break.

Work so far has cost $450 
million in state and federal 
taxes, officials said.

Future work on the I-95/
Turnpike project could exceed 
$1.2 billion, said Pat Deon, 
chairman of the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission, on 

Friday.
Phases two and three include 

the construction of a new 
bridge at the Delaware River 
between Bristol Township and 
Burlington, a widening of the 
turnpike through Bensalem 
and Bristol Township, the 
demolition and replacement of 
an exit ramp and road bridge at 
Route 13, and the widening of 
ramps at the Bensalem/Route 
1 interchange.

A s k e d  a b o u t  t h o s e 
f u t u r e  p l a n s ,  U . S .  R e p . 
Brian Fitzpatrick, R-8, of 
Middletown, said the work 
must be done. “This road car-
ries 40 percent of our nation’s 
gross domestic project,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

S t a t e  S e n .  T o m m y 
Tomlinson, R-6, of Bensalem, 
said he believed much of the 
proposed work would be com-
pleted. “Stage two is going to 
happen,” Tomlinson said. 
“Stage three — the (Delaware 
River) bridge  — that may 
happen, but probably not in 
my lifetime.”

Critical link
I-95 and PA Turnpike 

interchange complete, 
more construction coming

See WATER,  A8

See TURNPIKE,  A9
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History is on his side with 
that prediction, given how long 
it took to get to Friday’s ribbon-
cutting on the long envisioned 
link between the highways.

Gasoline was 30 cents a gallon 
in the 1960s when crews were 
putting the finishing touches 
on I-95, a highway that was sup-
posed to run uninterrupted along 
the East Coast. At that time, fed-
eral laws prohibited the Federal 
Highway Administration from 
connecting with toll roads such 
as the Pennsylvania Turnpike.

More than 40 years passed 
and at least three studies were 
conducted on an interchange 
to the turnpike. Multiple loca-
tions, including Middletown, 
were briefly considered before 
the feds agreed to a spot in 
Bristol Township and first 
provided funds for design and 
engineering.

One study drove the inter-
change through Silver Lake 
Park and Delhaas Woods in 
Bristol Township, angering 
environmentalists. University 
of Pennsylvania Botanist Ann 
Rhoads, in a 1999 letter to 
state lawmakers, said such 
construction would lead to an 
“environmental disaster area.”

Reached by phone 19 years 
later, Rhoads said she’s con-
vinced that efforts by local 
environmentalists helped save 
precious areas of coastal plain 
that’s home to endangered 
species. “Humans do not live 
independent of the natural habi-
tat,” Rhoads said Thursday. “We 
must remain vigilant. We need 
areas of coastal plain to recharge 
the water and clean the air.”

Stepping up to the microphone 
on Friday, Deon recognized the 
hardships suffered by Bristol 
Township residents during 10 
years of highway construction. 
The interchange would displace 
two dozen residential and com-
mercial properties as well as the 
First Baptist Church of Bristol.

Ashley Amendt lives on 
Plumbridge Drive in Levittown’s 
Plumbridge section of Bristol 

Township and was at home with 
her newborn, Meadow, when 
the work began.

“When we bought the house, 
the Realtor told us about this 
project and that they had been 
planning for years and years,” 
Amendt said. “Months after 
we bought the house, they 
started construction.”

Her house would to shake and 
the backyard was full of mice, 
she said. Today, the interchange 
soars above her backyard pool 
with construction workers look-
ing down on the family during 
swim time in the backyard.

With such sacrifices will come 
many benefits, insist public 
officials.

For one, the new inter-
change will keep traffic off local 
roads, said Kenneth McClain, 

PennDOT’s executive direc-
tor for the Delaware Valley. 
“Drivers who take Route 13 and 
Route 413 will no longer have to 
share the road with interstate 
throughway traffic.”

Bucks County Commissioner 
Rob Loughery said he believes 
the new interchange also will 
lead to new commercial and 
industrial development, bring-
ing thousands of new jobs to 
the area. With the construction 
of the Blue Route, connecting 
Valley Forge and I-95 south 
of Philadelphia, industrial real 
estate grew by 147 percent and 
commercial real estate grew by 
500 percent, Loughery said, 
citing a study.

Meanwhile, for drivers taking 
the new interchange, expect 
tolls. Drivers moving south from 

New Jersey to Pennsylvania will 
pay $5 for one-axle and $6.75 for 
two-axle passenger vehicles, 
officials said.

The turnpike commission said 
it’s already in talks with services 
such as Google Maps and Waze 
about updating their maps for 
GPS guidance systems. “It may 
take a little bit longer to get the 
update on some on-board car 
navigation systems,” said Jay 
Roth, of Jacobs Engineering.

At press time Friday, work
continued on the interchange. 
Crews were scheduled to close 
sections of the turnpike and I-95 
from 11:59 p.m. Friday to 6 a.m. 
Saturday morning to replace 
road signs, Roth said.

Weather permitting, the 
new interchange could be 
open to drivers by sometime 
Saturday, he said.

“I have no doubt that it will be 
open by Monday morning.”

TURNPIKE
From Page A1

New road signs, routes through Bucks County

How do motorists get from I-95 
northbound to the Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey turnpikes?
• A driver traveling northbound 
on I-95 from Philadelphia will 
pass the Bristol Township exit 
and take the new fl yover ramp 
that links up with the eastbound 
Pennsylvania Turnpike, which 
will be redesignated as I-95 from 
the Neshaminy Falls toll plaza 
in Bensalem over the Delaware 
River Bridge to the New Jersey 
Turnpike.
• The NJ Turnpike is already 
alternately designated as I-95.
• Drivers on southbound I-95/NJ 
Turnpike will cross the Delaware 
River Bridge into Bucks County 
and a new fl yover ramp — the 
higher of the two constructed in 
Bristol Township — to the cur-
rent I-95 South into Philadelphia.
• Under the current road system, 
drivers needed to exit 95 and 
travel on Routes 413 and 13 to 
connect to the turnpike inter-
change on Route 13, adding cars 

and slowing interstate com-
merce, offi cials said.
What if I’m on the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike and I want get to the 
New Jersey turnpike, and vice 
versa?
• Drivers will remain on what 
they have long known as the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike after 
paying the fi nal toll at the 
Neshaminy Falls toll plaza.
• A ramp to I-95 South will take 
drivers off the turnpike on the 
right and merge them onto the 
interstate. Drivers coming from 
New Jersey can pick up the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike by stay-
ing on the highway and passing 
through the Neshaminy Falls toll 
plaza.
Same road, new name
• The section of what was I-95 
between the new interchange 
and the Scudder Falls Bridge has 
been renamed I-295 East/West. 
I-95 between the Scudder Falls 
Bridge and Route 1 in Princeton 
will become I-295 North/South.

History of the Interchange

After 50 years and millions in tax money, the Pennsylvania turnpike 
will fi nally join with the interstate I95 this weekend. A ribbon cutting 
ceremony is scheduled for 11 a.m. Friday at the interchange. The tun-
rpike commission hopes to have drivers on the roadway with a “soft 
opening on Saturday afternoon and the interchange offi cially open for 
traffi c on all lanes on Monday.

1940 • Pennsylvania Turnpike opens.
1969 • Interstate 95 is completed.
1975 • Pennsylvania funds a study to connect the two  
 highways through Bristol Township’s Silver Lake  
 Park and Delhaas Woods. No action is taken.
1984 • Turnpike commission funds a second study for  
 a “slow speed” interchange, but the designs are  
 considered inadequate for the traffi c volume.
1992 • Turnpike commission funds a third study for a  
 “high speed” interchange.
2004 • Federal government awards money to design  
 the interchange.
2007 • Two dozen homes and businesses are dis  
 placed, including the First Baptist Church of   
 Bristol, to make way for construction.
2008 • Preliminary designs are completed.
2011 • Construction begins. Over the next few years,  
 new bridges are built at Galloway Road, Oxford  
 Valley Road, Richlieu Road, Ford Road and   
 Bensalem Boulevard.
September 2018 • The I-95/Turnpike interchange opens to traffi c,  
 ending Phase 1 of the project.
Still to come • Rebuilding the Hulmeville Road bridge over  
 the turnpike, new ramps at the Bensalem/Route  
 1 exit, a new exit at Route 13, a new Delaware  
 River bridge connecting Bristol Township to  
 Burlington, and the widening of the turnpike  
 through Bensalem and Bristol Township.

Sources: Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission 
and Bucks County Courier Times archives.

A view of Bristol Township from the Interstate 95 northbound fl yover 
that connects to the Pennsylvania Turnpike. [KIM WEIMER / STAFF 

PHOTOJOURNALIST]
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