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GAME DAY
It’s an early 
morning 
kickoff  as the 
Birds battle 
Jacksonville in 
London

By Marc Levy 
and Mark Gillispie 
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — A 
gunman who’s believed 
to have spewed anti-
S e m i t i c  s l u r s  a n d 
rhetoric on social media 
barged into a Pittsburgh 
synagogue on Saturday 
and opened fire, killing 
11 people in one of the 
deadliest attacks on Jews 
in U.S. history.

T h e  2 0 - m i n u t e 
attack at Tree of Life 
Congregation in the 
Squirrel  Hill  neigh-
borhood left six others 
wounded,  including 
four police officers who 

dashed to the scene, 
authorities said.

The suspect, Robert 
Bowers, traded gunfire 
with police and was shot 
several times. Bowers, 
who was in fair condi-
tion at a hospital, was 
expected to face federal 
hate-crime charges.

“Please know that 
justice in this case will 
be swift and it will be 
severe,” Scott Brady, 
the chief federal pros-
e c u t o r  i n  w e s t e r n 
Pennsylvania, said at 
a late-afternoon news 
conference, character-
izing the slaughter as a 

11 dead in Pittsburgh 
synagogue attack

See ATTACK,  A2

By Kyle Bagenstose
kbagenstose@
couriertimes.com 
@KyleBagenstose

Scott Wallace wanted to 
talk about the millstone.

T h e  6 7 - y e a r - o l d 
Democratic candidate for 
Bucks County’s newly 
renamed 1st Congressional 
District ambled around 
his six acres in bucolic 
Buckingham in early 
October, pointing out the 
remnants of a gristmill on 
the property dating back to 
the mid-1700s.

As conversation pivoted 
toward campaign matters 
several times, Wallace piv-
oted back, a gleam in his 
eye. Over there was the old 
stone dam that held back 
the waters of Watson Creek, 
Wallace pointed, and over 
here was where the water 
pooled into a pond. Over 
here was the millhouse, still 
standing, and in there was a 
two-story wooden wheel, 
which used to turn the 
millstone two rotations per 
second, crushing the grain 

brought by nearby farmers 
into flour.

“The stone weighed as 
much as a Volkswagen,” 
Wallace said. “The immense 
hydropower from this tiny 
little stream. Can we do that 
again? Can we capture that 
little stream?”

Wallace expanded. He is 
considering putting a tur-
bine into the stream, and 
calculates it could provide 
about 50 kilowatt hours a 
day, enough to power his 

home and charge his hybrid 
Chevrolet Volt sedan. If it 
works, he plans to walk the 
stream, enticing his neigh-
bors to do to same.

“It’s a wonderful meta-
phor for everything in life,” 
Wallace said. “You gain, I 
gain, there’s no loser … with 
Trump you seem to have a 
zero-sum game. ‘If you win, 
I lose.’ ”

The millstone provides 

Wallace inspired 
by his family legacy

By Kyle Bagenstose
kbagenstose@
couriertimes.com 
@KyleBagenstose

It was an unusually hot 
morning for mid-Octo-
ber, and all parties sitting 
on the enclosed porch of 
the Fitzpatrick household 
were sweating. The con-
gressman, the reporter, 
the photographer — even 
the bottles of spring water, 
which left drip trails on the 
floral-patterned patio fur-
niture whenever sipped.

But for more than 90 
minutes, Brian Fitzpatrick 
talked. About his child-
hood growing up as a 
latchkey kid in Levittown 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s, his 14 
years at the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and his 
first term as a freshman 
legislator.

It’s the latter part that a 
small army of Democratic 
activists are most inter-
ested in. For two years 
they’ve tracked his every 
vote, highlighting areas 
where they think he said one 

thing and voted for another, 
aligning with President 
Donald Trump more often 
than he lets on. It’s also 
members of that group who 
might have fainted from the 
heat and disbelief if they’d 
been in the room when 
Fitzpatrick was asked about 
the influence his family had 
on his politics.

“I get accused by a lot of 
my family for being a lib-
eral,” Fitzpatrick said.

It’s the origin story 
of the bipartisan brand 
Fizpatrick, 44, cultivates. 

The youngest of eight chil-
dren, Fitzpatrick shared 
with his two brothers 
a downstairs bedroom 
adjoining the patio of 
his parents’ house in 
Middletown, where the 
interview took place.

His five sisters shared 
rooms upstairs, and his 
family often went with-
out a car when his father, 
a traveling pharmaceuti-
cal salesman, went off to
work with the only one 

Fitzpatrick runs on 
record as a bipartisan

Scott Wallace, candidate for U.S. Congress, stands on the lawn at his home in Buckingham 
on Oct. 5. [KIM WEIMER / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick sits at his parents’ house on Oct. 11 in Middletown. [BILL 

FRASER / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (left) listens during a hearing 
in February on government programs and their effects on 
workers. [ARCHIVE PHOTO]

Scott Wallace, a candidate in the 1st Congressional District, 
listens to testimony from people who have used the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, during a 41st 
birthday celebration of the program at the Lester Bahrt 
Food Pantry in Falls Township in September. [ARCHIVE]

See FITZPATRICK,  A8See WALLACE,  A9
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they owned. Fitzpatrick said it 
instilled him with “blue collar” 
values.

“We really appreciated the 
little things … we never had 
nice clothes ever, it was all 
hand me downs,” Fitzpatrick 
said. “My parents put the kids 
ahead of themselves. They 
were always last in line for 
everything.”

He says his upbringing also 
led him to develop political 
leanings typically associated 
with conservatism: support-
ing a strong national defense, 
fiscal restraint and “common 
sense” steps to grow the 
economy.

But he adds he sides with 
Democrats on protecting 
social programs, which he 
says are in line with Christian 
values of caring for the 
downtrodden. Asked about 
whether he would vote for 
cuts to Medicare, Medicaid, 
Social Security,or the SNAP 
food assistance program, he’s 
unequivocal.

“Any attempt to cut … I’m 
an automatic no,” Fizpatrick 
said. “Look after the little 
guy.”

On the campaign trail 
Fitzpatrick touts numerous 
bipartisan endorsements in 
other areas, primarily from 
some gun control and union 
groups he’s been able to win 
away from their traditional 
backing of Democratic oppo-
nents. He also says he’s a 
supporter of environmental 
protections. The League of 
Conservation Voters gives 
him a score of 71 percent, the 
highest rating of any House 
Republican.

But the rating he’s most 
fond of is his ranking as one 
of the most bipartisan mem-
bers of the House by the Lugar 
Center, a Washington, D.C.-
based nonprofit that promotes 
good governance. Fitzpatrick 
is third among House mem-
bers and fifth when including 
the Senate, but his campaign 
touts him as the most biparti-
san freshman.

Others closer to home back 
up Fitzpatrick’s bipartisan-
ship, which is buoyed by 
the eight years his brother, 
Michael Fitzpatrick, spent 
in Congress, and could even 
be stretched back decades 
to when his father ran as a 
Democrat for the Middletown 
Board of Supervisors before 
Brian was born.

“ F i t z p a t r i c k  h a s  b e e n 
nothing but great to Bristol 
B o r o u g h , ”  s a i d  R a l p h 
DiGuiseppe, the Democratic 
president of borough council. 
“Brian frequently visits our 
restaurants, he comes to every 
event that comes to Bristol … 
(the Fitzpatrick family) is part 
of this town.”

DiGuiseppe said he supports 
Fitzpatrick over Democratic 
challenger Scott Wallace 
in the election. While he 
said he understands a lot of 
Democrats want a change in 
direction for the country, he 
thinks the economy is good 
and that voting for a congress-
man is different than voting 
for a president.

“Trump’s going to be gone 
someday,” DiGuiseppe said. 
“But these congressmen are 
going to be there for a long 
time.”

‘Both sides of the aisle’

On the campaign trail, 
Fitzpatrick regularly cites 
his inclusion in the Problem 
Solvers Caucus, a group of 24 
Republican and 24 Democratic 
representatives who develop 
legislation together. Rep. Josh 
Gottheimer, D-New Jersey, is a 
member of the caucus and also 
vouches for Fitzpatrick’s abil-
ity to reach across the aisle.

“Brian is certainly seen as 
somebody who is thoughtful, 
and very willing to, even when 
we disagree, sit down and 
actually talk about the issues 
and find common ground,” 
Gottheimer said, adding he 
worked with Fitzpatrick on 
legislation involving airline 
safety, lead in drinking water, 
and gun control.

Asked if he would regret 
s p e a k i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f 
Fitzpatrick if he prevails and 

Republicans keep the House 
by one seat, Gottheimer didn’t 
back down.

“Obviously I  want the 
Democrats to win the House, 
and I believe that’s what’s 
best,” Gottheimer said. “But I 
also believe it’s important you 
have people on both sides of 
the aisle that are able to engage 
with each other.”

Fitzpatrick says as a child he 
used to disappear the entire 
day to play with friends and 
remembers neighbors always 
stopping over to talk to his 
parents and share household 
wares. He believes such rela-
tionships have diminished as 
polarization has increased.

“It’s such a cultural shift,” 
he said. “I often wonder what 
the manifestations are. I can’t 
imagine it’s good.”

He says the divide frustrates 
him as a lawmaker, with too 
much power resting on the 
ends of the spectrum.

“The overwhelming major-
ity of the money and the 
overwhelming majority of 
the energy is on the fringes,” 
he said. “Yet all the solutions 
reside in the center.”

As Fitzpatrick speaks, it’s 
easy to forget that he’s an 
incumbent congressman, 
from an experienced political 
family, in the height of cam-
paign season. Many remarks 
that seem off-the-cuff reveal 
themselves later to be well-
rehearsed. Several are attacks 
on Wallace.

There was his challenge on 
the patio that he and Wallace 
turn their tax records over 
to this news organization for 
dissection. Fitzpatrick has 
criticized the wealthy Wallace 
for not releasing his returns.

“Why not give our tax returns 
to you, at the same time, on the 
same day?” Fitzpatrick mused, 
seemingly plucking the idea out 
of thin air.

But a week later, the chal-
lenge was rolled back out 
during a debate, except this 
time host Delaware Valley 
University would be the ones 
looking the returns over.

Also repeated were a riff 
on current times having too 
much of the “Hatfields versus 
the McCoys,” a reference to 
a deadly feud between 19th 
century families in West 
Virginia and Kentucky, and 
the retelling of an appearance 
with Rep. Jimmy Panetta, 
D-California, son of former 
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta, on Telemundo to dis-
cuss immigration.

But answering some ques-
tions on his parents’ patio, 
Fitzpatrick occasionally lacked 
specifics. At one point, he was 
asked to recall a few votes in 
which he was conflicted.

“They’re all hard votes,” he 
said, naming health care and 
immigration generally as the 
two “heaviest lifts.”

But when brought up later in 
the conversation, Fitzpatrick 
admitted he held his nose on 
a provision that reopened 
Alaska’s Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling, 
which was tucked into the tax 
reform bill Fitzpatrick voted 
for in 2017. He called it a “ter-
rible” pill to swallow.

“Fought tooth and nail 
against it,” Fitzpatrick said, 
adding he voted for the tax bill 
because he thought tax reform 
would benefit his constituents.

Responding to a criticism 
from the Wallace camp that 
much of his campaign money 
has come from industry 
groups, Fitzpatrick pointed to 
his voting record as a sign he 
was independent of influence. 
Asked if he could give a spe-
cific example of a time when a 
lobbyist unsuccessfully leaned 
on him, Fitzpatrick pointed 
to his vote against repealing 
the Affordable Care Act and 
against the Farm Bill, but didn’t 
name specific lobbyists beyond 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
the “insurance industry.”

If there’s one thing the 
Wallace camp and Democratic 
operatives have hit Fitzpatrick 
on most, it’s a claim that he’s 
more of a typical politician than 
he lets on. That he votes differ-
ently than he speaks, and often 
with Trump.

Perhaps of greatest signifi-
cance is Fitzpatrick’s votes 
involving health care. He 
verbally supports many pro-
gressive health care policies 
and voted against repealing and 
replacing the Affordable Care 
Act. But the tax bill Fitzpatrick 
voted for also eliminated 
the mandate that Americans 
must purchase health insur-
ance, which is seen as crucial 
to the health care law by many 

experts.
Fitzpatrick said that he 

“believes” in an individual 
mandate, but under the ACA, 
80 percent of people paying the 
penalty for not having insur-
ance earned less than $50,000 
a year.

“It essentially manifested 
itself as a poverty tax,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

N u m b e r s  f r o m  t h e 
Congressional Budget Office, 
however, show 86 percent 
of penalty payments were 
borne by those making less 
than $100,000, and 58 per-
cent by those making less than 
$50,000. Some analysts also 
argue repealing the mandate 
harms the poor, as less revenue 
comes in for subsidies that aid 
those at or below the pov-
erty line in purchasing health 
insurance.

Banking on his record

Fitzpatrick has answers for 
a range of other issues. On 
guns, Democrats have hit him 
for voting for a measure pre-
venting the Social Security 
Administration from report-
ing those with mental illness 
or impairment to a national 
background check system, 
and another prohibiting the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
from submitting records of vet-
erans with severe mental illness 
to the system.

He said he believes the mea-
sures had “due process issues,” 
and in the case of the Social 
Security Administration, could 
affect people with issues like 
eating disorders.

“It allowed some 22-year-old 
bureaucrat to … on their own 
strip a constitutional right from 
somebody, in one case a veteran 
who has served their country,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

He added he supports other 
legislation that would allow 
families or law enforcement to 
petition a court to remove guns 
from those with mental illness.

In September, Fitzpatrick 
introduced legislation that 
would require presidential can-
didates to release 10 years of 
tax returns, a seeming rebuke 
of President Trump, who broke 
with modern American prec-
edent in refusing to release his. 
Wallace and other Democrats 
jumped on it as a campaign 
season stunt, stating the bill has 
no chance and that Fitzpatrick 
voted against measures that 
would force Trump to release 
his tax returns more than a dozen 
times.

Asked about the measures, 

Fitzpatrick said he voted against 
them because they were “privi-
leged resolutions,” which can 
force a committee to vote on 
moving a bill to the full House 
floor without the normal com-
mittee deliberations.

“It’s a stunt that both parties 
use when they’re in the minor-
ity,” Fitzpatrick said, adding he 
believes bills should have com-
mittee markup.

One such case occurred 
with the Presidential Tax 
Transparency Act, which 
would require presidential can-
didates to release three years of 
tax returns. Fitzpatrick voted 
against a motion to bring it 
to a floor vote during his first 
week in office. The bill still has 
173 cosponsors, including four 
Republicans, but Fitzpatrick is 
not among them.

Fitzpatrick often proved 
to be a reliable Republican on 
many votes dealing with the 
economy and financial regula-
tion. As Republicans eyed up 
the repeal of the Dodd-Frank 
Act, which placed new regula-
tions on Wall Street following 
the crash in 2007, they intro-
duced the Financial CHOICE 
Act of 2017. The bill would have 
eliminated a fiduciary rule that 
requires financial advisers to act 
in their clients’ best interests, 
brought the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau under closer 
control of the president, and 
generally allowed banks to take 
more risks.

The bill passed the House on 
party lines with the exception 
of one Republican who voted 
with the Democrats, but died 
on arrival in the Senate and never 
became law.

Fitzpatrick defended his vote 
for the bill as saying he believes 
Dodd-Frank was well-inten-
tioned, but went too far and 
harms small town main streets 
in addition to Wall Street.

“Finding that sweet spot, that 
point of equilibrium where the 
protections are adequate but our 
regulations are not … crushing 
economic growth,” is the goal, 
he said.

Ultimately, Fitzpatrick is 
banking his record will be bipar-
tisan enough to win a second 
term in a closely divided district 
in a potential wave election. 
That may depend on the lens 
through which it’s examined. 
The political tracking website 
FiveThirtyEight shows that 
of 236 House Republicans, 
Fitzpatrick is ranked 219th in 
voting with Trump’s agenda. 
But that’s still 84 percent of the 
time, 16 points ahead of the most 
conservative Democrat.

FITZPATRICK
From Page A1

U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (left), during an Oct. 14 debate against Democrat Scott Wallace, right, at Shir Ami Synagogue in Newtown. [ARCHIVE]

Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick 
at his parents’ house on Oct. 
11 in Middletown. [BILL FRASER / 

STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

“We really appreciated the little things … we never had nice clothes ever, it was all hand 
me downs. My parents put the kids ahead of themselves. They were always last in line for 
everything.”

Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick
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another metaphor for Wallace, 
as a man who’s spent the pin-
nacle of his professional career 
as co-chair of the Wallace 
Global Fund, an international 
nonprofit foundation and the 
philanthropic legacy of Henry 
Wallace, vice president under 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
Scott Wallace’s grandfather.

It’s not a small one: The 
fund’s financial forms show it 
held net assets of about $143 
million at the end of 2016, dis-
bursing $12 million that year to 
scores of organizations, such 
as the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, Greenpeace and 
the International Trade Union 
Confederation.

It’s also work in which 
Wallace says he had to think 
about engineering solutions 
to complex problems, and how 
best to power the metaphori-
cal millstone.

He referenced such work 
when asked to respond to 
accusations he supports taxing 
families of five as a population 
control measure. The claim 
was leveled in a television 
ad paid for by the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee, based on financial 
support the Wallace Global 
Fund provided a different 
organization in the 1990s, 
decades after the organiza-
tion called for such a tax. The 
organization and Wallace 
disavow such a measure, and 
he pointed toward the fund’s 
work to empower women in 
impoverished villages as the 
correct way to promote “vol-
untary family planning.”

“The most important things 
we have done to empower 
women in the global south, 
particularly in Africa, have 
been to provide renewable 
energy, and to drill wells,” 
Wallace said.

As he explains it, women in 
villages often have to spend 
their days walking to gather 
water and fuel for fire. By 
drilling a well and install-
ing solar panels, that time is 
freed up for women to become 
educated, help drive economic 
development, and also learn 
about reproduction.

“They’re free to go to 
school, learn how their bodies 
work,” Wallace said. “Women 
need to understand what their 
options are.”

Ambitious agenda

The solutions Wallace 
espouses are often novel. 
On gun control, he echoes 
common calls for universal 
background checks and a ban 
on assault weapons, but also 
believes every gun in America 
should have a biometric trig-
ger lock, meaning the gun 
can only be used if a scanner 
detects a fingerprint or other 
unique identifier.

He also trends ambitious 
on environmental issues. On 
climate change, a major focus 
of the Wallace Global Fund, 
he calls for a complete tran-
sition to renewable energy 
sources by 2030 and believes 
natural gas is unacceptable as 
a “transition fuel” from coal. 
At an environmental forum 
during the primary season, he 
also explained how he found 
companies in Dubai and West 
Africa that turned poor potato 
yields into plastic.

“Every piece of plastic that 
is sold in a consumer product 
in America should be made 
out of biodegradable, potato-
based plastics,” Wallace said 
at the forum.

David Douglas,  a  New 
Mexico resident and Wallace’s 
cousin, laughed a bit when 
asked about his cousin’s obvi-
ous enthusiasm for big ideas.

“That’s consistent with 
Scott’s respect for science, 
and hard data,” Douglas said. 
“I think that’s really consis-
tent with our grandfather, 
too.”

To be sure, Wallace’s grand-
father looms large in his life. 
Henry Wallace was perhaps 
known best for his unabashed 
progressivism, supporting 
the New Deal, social safety 
nets, and famously calling 
for a “century of the common 
man” in a 1942 speech. The 
speech inspired composer 

Aaron Copeland’s “Fanfare 
for the Common Man,” a stan-
dard piece played in numerous 
American political and cul-
tural settings.

Scott Wallace cites both 
with ease. In the kitchen of 
his Buckingham home — the 
same house he was raised in 
and later inherited after his 
parents passed — he plays air 
composer as he bellows out 
the notes. Wallace studied 
music at Haverford College 
before pursuing a law degree 
at Villanova University and 
going to work for the Senate’s 
Veteran Affairs and Judiciary 
committees, as well as the 
Department of Justice, in 
Washington, D.C.

But he also cites his grand-
father’s political legacy as a 
primary reason he’s running 
for office for the first time 
at 67. It’s one that also runs 
through his parents, who he 
says were active supporters 
of Planned Parenthood, civic 
associations, and open space 
and recreational boards in 
Bucks County.

“I think my father, and I 
definitely, was influenced by 
my grandfather’s framing of 
the struggle, the never-end-
ing struggle between what he 
called the common man and 
moneyed elites, the corpora-
tions,” Wallace said.

Wallace said he was involved 
early in conversations about 
the congressional race in 
Bucks and was poised to be a 
financial backer, but that the 
top-tier candidates — pri-
marily county Commissioner 
Diane Ellis-Marseglia — 
decided not to run. The 
conversations turned toward 
him running, and his concern 
over the Trump administra-
tion inspired him to take the 
leap, he said.

“I think a lot about my 
grandfather and his values and 
wanting to make him proud… 
I (also) thought a lot about 
my grandchildren,” Wallace 
said. “And anticipating their 
question of, ‘What did you do 
Grandpa?’ And I wanted to be 
able to say I put my skin in the 
game, and I fought really hard 
for the character of America.”

Uncommon wealth

But there’s another resid-
ual of Wallace’s grandfather 
that he’s putting into the race: 

money.
In addition to his politi-

cal career, grandfather Henry 
Wallace founded an agricul-
tural company that created a 
hybrid corn and became suc-
cessful. As it grew, a poultry 
division emerged and was head-
quartered off Swamp Road in 
Doylestown, bringing the family 
to the area. The company was 
eventually purchased by what 
is now DowDupont, and the 
subsequent wealth and share-
holdings still pay dividends.

Financial disclosure forms 
Scott Wallace was required 
to release to run for Congress 
tabulate dozens of pages worth 
of investments in the stock 
market, totaling somewhere 
between $100 million and 
$300 million. The exact amount 
cannot be ascertained because 
the forms only require disclo-
sures in wide ranges. But they 
show, and Wallace admits, the 
plurality of his holdings are in 
DowDupont.

The wealth has allowed 
Wallace to inject more than $8 
million of his own money into 
the campaign at last count. 
Fitzpatrick’s campaign has 
hammered the point with 
increasing intensity, calling 
Wallace a hypocrite for saying 
the Republican is beholden to 
corporate money and noting 
that DuPont was a primary 
developer of perfluorinated 
chemistry, which has contami-
nated numerous water supplies 
in Bucks and Montgomery 
counties. At a debate last 
week, Wallace noted it was the 
chemical company 3M that 
developed firefighting foams 
believed to be the source of 
much of the pollution locally, 
not DuPont.

The Fitzpatrick campaign 
has also challenged Wallace to 
release his tax returns, claim-
ing it will show he pays less 
taxes than the average county 
resident. Asked to respond, 
Wallace says Fitzpatrick is the 
hypocrite for failing to vote for 
Donald Trump to release his 
returns.

Asked about his wealth, 
Wallace says he will put all 
of his assets in a blind trust if 
elected. But he knows much of 
the holdings are in DowDupont, 
and says if the company were to 
try and influence him on a vote 
he would still say no.

“I don’t owe them anything,” 
he said. “I will stand up for 

working people.”
If DowDupont’s shares were 

to fall, it wouldn’t just affect 
Wallace, but other family 
members who benefit from 
the family trust. Douglas, his 
cousin, backs up Wallace that 
there wouldn’t be pressure to 
vote against policies that could 
hurt DowDupont’s bottom line.

“I can’t imagine he would do 
anything that would benefit the 
company at the expense of his 
constituents,” Douglas said. 
“That’s not his way.”

The Fitzpatrick campaign is 
still betting Wallace’s wealth 
will hurt him on Election Day. 
And there’s no denying the 
trappings: residences near 
Washington, D.C., and in South 
Africa, a tennis court and hired 
landscapers at his home, the 
Mercedes Benz parked along-
side his Chevy.

But Wallace gets local cred 
from Ellis-Marseglia, who was 
frank when asked if Wallace’s 
wealth is a liability.

“Brian is a fine man, but 
he got into politics with-
out ever paying his dues 
just because of his brother 
(former Congressman Michael 
Fitzpatrick). That’s not accept-
able to me,” Ellis-Marseglia 
said, adding she’s friends with 
the brothers and was invited to 
Brian’s wedding.

She said it’s good that people 
like Wallace, who don’t “need 
the job,” want to run.

“I think the country is in 
a state of crisis, and it needs 
people who are gutsy and will-
ing to speak up,” she said.

Paul Taylor, a former political 
journalist for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer and Washington 
Post and a personal friend of 
Wallace’s, also said he believes 
Wallace has good intentions, 
regardless of his wealth.

“He’s for the little guy,” 
Taylor said, adding Wallace 
struggled with the decision 
to run and open himself up 
to criticism. “He did it out of 
a love of country and a belief 
that we really need to change 
direction.”

In addition to his wealth, 
the Fitzpatrick campaign and 
Republican allies have dug 
deeply into Wallace’s profes-
sional background and the 
organizations supported by 
the family fund, seeking to paint 
him as extreme.

Perhaps the most success-
ful attack came shortly after 
Wallace won the primary, when 
the Republican Jewish Coalition 
launched a television ad citing a 
report in The Forward, a major 

nonpartisan magazine serv-
ing Jewish readers, that linked 
the Wallace Global Fund to an 
effort to boycott, divestment 
from, and sanction Israel. The 
movement, commonly called 
BDS, is a controversial tactic 
espoused by those seeking to 
influence Israeli policies toward 
Palestinians and other Arab 
groups. The Forward found the 
Wallace fund donated several 
hundred thousand dollars to 
organizations that supported or 
published literature promoting 
BDS.

The Democratic Jewish 
Outreach of Pennsylvania, a 
prominent endorsing organi-
zation, temporarily held out 
its support for Wallace until 
the candidate cleared the air. 
The Wallace campaign said 
the donations were made by 
other members of the fund and 
that Wallace disavows the BDS 
movement.

“My wife and I just got back 
from Israel and saw the effect it 
would have on the ground, the 
effect it would have on regu-
lar people and jobs. It would 
destroy industry,” Wallace 
said. “(BDS) is profoundly anti-
people, and increasingly being 
taken over by literally anti-
Israel forces.”

The Fitzpatrick campaign 
and allies have also sought to 
tie Wallace to Mumia Abu-
Jamal, a Philadelphia-based 
journalist who was convicted 
of killing Philadelphia police 
officer Daniel Faulkner in 1981. 
They point out the Wallace 
Global Fund donated to 
Democracy Now!, a nonprofit 
syndicated news program typ-
ically viewed as left-leaning, 
which has featured interviews 
and other segments with 
Abu-Jamal.

The Wallace campaign notes 
the fund had no editorial con-
trol over the news program, and 
has sought to bolster Wallace’s 
support for law enforcement 
through endorsements.

“It’s ludicrous,” Warminster 
supervisor Brian Munroe, who 
served as a police officer in 
Delaware County until he was 
seriously injured in a vehicle 
crash while on duty, said of the 
attack.

Munroe, a Democrat, said 
he’s endorsed Wallace because 
of the candidate’s support for 
unions. Such groups are needed 
to ensure protections like the 
ones Munroe benefited from, 
he said.

“That’s one of the first things 
we talked about, protecting 
those rights,” Munroe said.

WALLACE
From Page A1

U.S. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (right), the Republican incumbent, listens as Scott Wallace, the Democratic challenger, answers questions during their 
fi rst Congressional District One debate on Oct. 14 at Shir Ami Synagogue in Newtown. [ARCHIVE]

Scott Wallace, 
candidate for 
U.S. Congress, 
at his home in 
Buckingham 
on Oct. 5.  [KIM 

WEIMER / STAFF 

PHOTOJOURNALIST]

“The most important things we have done to empower 
women in the global south, particularly in Africa, have been 
to provide renewable energy, and to drill wells.” 

Scott Wallace, candidate for U.S. Congress
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