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For a growing number of 
children, going to school is 
becoming an insurmountable 
challenge. School absenteeism 
is posing an ever-greater con-
cern as educators cite anxiety, 

depression and other mental 
health concerns among causes 
keeping kids at home.

While getting kids to school 
from time to time has long been 
a challenge, chronic absentee-
ism — sometimes referred to as 
“school refusal” — is some-
thing different, say teachers, 
counselors and social workers.

“Anxiety rates are sig-
n i f i c a n t l y  o n  t h e  r i s e , ” 
said Christine Marston, a 
Buckingham psychologist. 

“I’ve had a number of teens 
in therapy with me who have 
struggled with getting to 
school due to their anxieties.”

Teens, said Marston, often 
miss school because their 
anxiety interferes with their 
sleep, their appetite and 
nutrition, which can lead to 
headaches and stomachaches. 
Panic attacks, which can be a 
frightening experience, also 

Schools fi ghting absenteeism 
Issue arises amid 
increased student 
anxiety, depression

LEFT: Mary Beth 
Seeley was recently 
hired as Central 
Bucks School 
District’s fi rst-ever 
social worker, 
tasked with helping 
students overcome 
anxiety and 
address rising rates 
of absenteeism. 
[COURTESY OF 

CENTRAL BUCKS 

SCHOOL DISTRICT]

By Kyle Bagenstose 
kbagenstose@couriertimes.com 
@KyleBagenstose

For most, home is a safe 
space: familiar, comfort-
ing, warm.

But not 
for Nancy
Hecht.

“This 
p l a c e  i s 
torture,” 
she said, 
looking 
around 

the wood-paneled walls 
of her Warwick living 
room.

Hecht, 55, is one of the 
more than 200 home-
owners straddling the 
Bucks-Montgomery 
county line who have 
received bad news about 
their private water wells 
in recent years. Hecht’s 
came in the form of a 
September 2016 letter 
from the Navy.

Warwick 
residents 
in limbo 
Military investigates 
well contamination

Hecht 

By Christian Menno
cmenno@theintell.com; 
@cmenno_intell

With holiday shopping season 
officially underway and Cyber 
Monday upon us, consumer 
advocates and law enforcement 
officials are issuing a reminder: 
‘Tis the season of skimmers and 
scammers.

Of all the ways someone 
can steal from shoppers, the 
use of skimming devices has 
become the most prevalent, 
said Michael Bannon, director 
of Bucks County’s Department 
of Consumer Protection. The 
devices — which are often 
hidden inside gas pumps, ATMs 
or point-of-sale systems — are 
used to read the information 
stored on a credit or debit card.

“We’ve definitely seen a rise 

in the last six months, so we do 
expect (skimming device use) 
to hit pretty hard this year,” 
Bannon said.

It’s wise to try to use a 
gas pump or machine situ-
ated closer to an attendant or 
cashier, Bannon said, as a scam-
mer would have been less likely 
to install a skimmer in those.

“And of course, you need to 
check your bank statement rou-
tinely,” Bannon added. “A lot of 
times they slip in those hidden 
charges and they get away with 
it this time of the year because 
people have so many charges on 
their plastic credit cards.”

Bannon also advised people 
to choose the “credit” option 
rather than the “debit” option 
when shopping to avoid the 

‘Tis the season for holiday shopping scams

Lines at the registers inside Best Buy in Falls grew quickly Thursday 
for pre-Black Friday sales. With the holiday shopping season in full 
swing, offi cials are warning consumers to be wary of scams including 
the use of skimming devices. [DAVE HERNANDEZ / PHOTOJOURNALIST]

Another week, another win

The Eagles celebrate after a fi rst-half touchdown Sunday against the Chicago Bears at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia. The Eagles routed 
Bears 31-3, moving to 10-1 on the season and remaining in the driver’s seat for home-fi eld advantage throughout the playoffs. Coverage in 
Sports, B1 [(AP PHOTO/MICHAEL PEREZ]

By Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH,
Fla. — President Donald
Trump said Sunday that
electing a Democrat as
Alabama’s next senator
“would be a disaster,”
making clear the suc-
cess of his legislative
agenda outweighs wide-
spread GOP repulsion
at the prospect of seat-
i n g  R e p u b l i c a n  R o y
Moore, who is dogged
by allegations of sexual
misconduct.

Trump: 
Electing 
Moore foe 
‘disaster’

See SCHOOLS,  A2

See SCAMS,  A2
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Perhaps they 
are not the stars, 

but rather 
openings in 

Heaven where 
the love of our 
lost ones pours 

through and shines 
down upon us to

let us know
they are happy.

  

~Author Unknown
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Edward W.
McDermott

Edward W. McDermott
of Hatboro passed away
Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2017,
surrounded by his loving
family. He was 83.

He was the beloved
husband of the late Doris
M. (Babb) McDermott
with whom he had shared
27 years of marriage.

He was born in Phila-
delphia, a son of the late
James and Emma Pauline
McDermott.

Ed was a graduate of
North Catholic High
School in Philadelphia,
Class of 1952. Ed joined
the U.S. Army at the age
of 17 and served eight
years before being hono-
rably discharged.

Ed was an active
member of the Willow
Grove Moose Lodge for
over 40 years. He en-
joyed his bowling tourna-
ments with his Moose
brothers, betting on horse
races, crossword puzzles,
and spending as much
time with his family and
friends. Ed was a huge
Philadelphia sports fan.

Edward is survived
by his children, Bruce E.
and his wife Roseann,
Donna Marie Bigley and
her husband Larry,
Edward W. and his wife
Corinne; 11 grandchildren,
Christopher, Amanda,
Matthew, Dylan, Gregory,
Montana, Duncan, Lily,
Mia, Quinn, and Cian;
and seven great-grand-
children.

Ed was preceded in
death by his daughter,
Christine (Tina).

Relatives and friends
are invited to his viewing
from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 29, in Schneid-
er Funeral Home, 431 N.
York Road, Hatboro, and
to attend his Funeral
Mass at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 30, in St
Catherine of Siena
Church, 321 Witmer Rd,
Horsham. His interment
will follow in Hillside
Cemetery, Roslyn.

In lieu of flowers don-
ations may be made in
Ed’s name to the Abing-
ton Hospice at Warmin-
ster, 225 Newtown Road,
Warminster, PA 18974,
or to the Willow Grove
Moose Lodge 1101, 3
Woodlawn Ave, Willow
Grove, PA 19090.

To share memories
and condolences with
Ed’s family, please visit
the funeral home website
below.

Schneider Funeral Home,
Hatboro

www.schneiderfuneralhome.net

John Wolf
John Howard Wolf of

Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.
passed away Nov. 20,
2017, at home. He was
62 years old and the eld-
est son of Howard and
Olga (Firgau) Wolf.

Born in Elizabeth,
N.J., John was a graduate
of the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Amherst and
received an MBA from
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley in 1981.
He went on to a 32-year
career in finance with
IBM and retired in 2013.

John loved music,
dancing, and traveling,
and was an avid golfer.
He was well known for
his quirky sense of hu-
mor, quick mind and ex-
tensive knowledge of all
things Rock-n-Roll. John
was a kind and generous
soul who will be greatly
missed.

In addition to his pa-
rents, he is survived by
his siblings, Lance (Kate)
of Orr’s Island, Maine,
David (Dana) of
Newstead, N.Y., Liz of
Buckingham, Pa., and
Sarah of Sausalito, Calif.;
and his beloved nieces
and nephews, Jillian,
Thomas, Laura, John,
and Corey.

Relatives and friends
are invited to his funeral
Mass 3 p.m. Wednesday,
Nov. 29, at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Roman Catho-
lic Church, 5175 Cold
Spring Creamery Road,
Buckingham, where the
family will receive guests
after 2 p.m. prior to the
Mass. A private burial
will be held at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may
be made to one of John’s
favorite charities, Shrin-
ers Hospitals for Chil-
dren. P.O. Box 1510,
Ranson, WV 25438.
Reed and Steinbach Funeral Home

Doylestown
www.reedandsteinbach.com

Cemetery Plots
To List your:

Cemetery Plot for Sale
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1-866-938-3010
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McDermott, Edward                                     Wolf, John

Today’s obituaries also will appear on:
www.theintell.com/obituaries

“Your well tested above 
the lifetime health advisory 
for PFOS and/or PFOA,” 
the letter read, referring 
to toxic firefighting foam 
chemicals used for decades 
at nearby bases that stud-
ies have linked to a variety 
of health effects including 
some cancers.

The letter is standard fare 
for private wells owners 
such as Hecht, whose wells 
are contaminated above a 70 
part per trillion (ppt) limit for 
the chemicals recommended 
by the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Hecht’s 
had 101 ppt. The letter also 
contained the standard 
assurance: Hecht would 
receive free bottled water for 
cooking and drinking until 
“a more permanent remedy 
is implemented within 
approximately 12 months.”

The Navy has made good 
on such pledges for many 
area residents already, 
footing the cost to connect 
properties with contami-
nated private wells into the 
nearest public water system. 
But going on 15 months later, 
Hecht’s property on Old 
York Road in Warwick’s 
Hartsville section, just 
across the border with 
Warminster, has yet to be 
connected. And she says she 
hasn’t heard word one since.

“I think they want me to 
disappear,” Hecht said.

She’s not the only one. 
Steven Vernik, a neighbor 
on Hart Lane, said he got 
the same letter but has since 
heard nothing. He says his 
family of four is troubled by 
the contamination. They’d 
heard the elderly couple who 
owned the house before them 
both died of cancer, and the 
Vernik family also lost their 
pet dog to the illness.

They’ve now lived in the 
home for about seven years, 
and their youngest is just 19 
months old.

“I try to be reasonable,” 
Vernik said, adding he 
doesn’t think the contami-
nation was done out of ill 
will. “It’s like hey guys, 
you screwed up, and this 
is our family, and we’re 
going to deal with the 
consequences.”

Vernik said he tries to be 
self-sufficient and doesn’t 
like drinking public water 
that contains chlorine and 
fluoride, two reasons he 
bought a house with a pri-
vate well.

“It really bothers me that 
they ruined that,” he said.

Since being told her water 

is unsafe to drink, Hecht’s 
private well woes have only 
grown. First, the pipes near 
the wellhead in her base-
ment started leaking. She 
paid to have that fixed, but 
then the pump itself started 
malfunctioning.

“It started going ‘ca-zing, 
ca-zung,’” Hecht said, 
mimicking the sound.

Hecht said she’s in a diffi-
cult position financially. She 
was laid off from an office 
job at a local manufacturing 
company in recent years, 
and says she also suffers 
from post-traumatic stress 
disorder from past events 
in her life. She says she’s 
struggled to find work, and 
now relies on government 
assistance programs.

“I’m on the state, and I 
don’t want to be on that,” 
Hecht said. “I’m not a loser, 
I’m not a bad part of society, 
but it feels like I’m being 
treated like one. It sucks.”

Without money to fix the 
well, she relied on a neighbor 
who connected his hose to 
her house so that she and her 
teenage daughter, Melody, 
could shower. Eventually a 
family friend helped get the 
well back online, allowing the 
contaminated water to begin 
flowing into her house again.

“Yes, I have water! I can 
flush my toilet,” Hecht 
said with faux-enthusi-
asm. “I have contaminated 
water, with cancer-causing 
agents.”

Since then, Hecht said 
she’s started having trouble 
with her water softener and 
plumbing fixtures. Running 
out of money, she’s tried to 
sell the house, but suspects 
the contaminated well drives 
potential buyers away.

“I had it for sale by owner, 
and there were people 
parading in and out… all 
homes go in this area,” 
Hecht said. “This is one of 
the ones that’s not going. 
Do the math.”

Hecht is now working 
with a real estate agent, and 
came down on the price 
about $20,000. Still, no 
buyers, and she’s afraid the 
house will be foreclosed on. 
She wonders if things could 
have been different.

“If I didn’t have it tested 
my house would probably 
be sold,” she said.

But where’s the Navy?
In a Nov. 8 email, Melanie 

Ault, a program coordi-
nator in the Navy’s Base 
Realignment and Closure 
program, wrote to this 
news organization that 
“The Navy will continue to 
provide bottled water as an 
alternate supply for drink-
ing and cooking purposes 
until potential sources, 
contaminant migration, and 

responsibility for permanent 
action is resolved.”

Mike Sullivan, executive 
director of the Warwick 
Township Water and Sewer 
Authority, further explained 
that the Navy has not yet 
determined responsibil-
ity for the contamination 
in Warwick’s Hartsville 
section.

“My understanding is 
that the Navy thinks that the 
contamination in that area is 
unrelated,” Sullivan said. “I 
don’t know how they can 
come to that conclusion.”

Hecht’s home is a little 
over two miles from the 
edges of the former Naval Air 
Warfare Center Warminster 
and about two-and-a-half 
miles from the former Naval 
Air Station Joint Reserve Base 
Willow Grove. Military sam-
pling maps show Hartsville 
as a hotspot of contamina-
tion, with seven private wells 
above the EPA safety limit 
and at least two dozen more 
showing lower amounts of 
the chemicals.

The Navy didn’t point to 
any other suspected sources 
in its email, but Tim Hagey, 
manager of the Warminster 
Municipal Authority, said 
the military is looking at 
the nearby Hartsville Fire 
Company station.

“(The Navy) has indicated 
the Hartsville fire company 
was rumored to have used 
the foam,” Hagey said in an 
email. “I sent them a letter 
from the long time presi-
dent… indicating that they 
never used foam at the Fire 
House.”

In an email, Hartsville 
president Ed Pfeiffer con-
firmed that position.

“Hartsville firefight-
ers were trained in foam 
practices at  (NAWC 
Warminster),” Pfeiffer said, 
but added “Foam was never 
used at the Hartsville Fire 
Station.”

In the spring, the Navy 
released a proposed sam-
pling plan for off-base 
locations. It showed plans 
to sample soil and ground-
water at the fire station, but 
the Navy said this month 
that sampling has yet to 
begin. Pfeiffer said his sta-
tion has yet to even grant 
permission.

“We are contemplating 
a request to put a test well 
on our property,” he said. 
“If contamination is found, 
would it prove it came from 
the station or is it being 
carried by the same under-
ground water movement 
that contaminated the local 
resident’s well?”

Adding to the com-
plexity of the situation is 
Hartsville’s location along 
the Little Neshaminy Creek.

As previously reported
by this news organization,
highly contaminated water
from NASJRB Willow Grove
has historically entered Park
Creek, a tributary of the
Little Neshaminy. Water
provider Aqua Pennsylvania
has claimed the pollution is
the source of contamination
in the Neshaminy Creek at
an intake more than 20 miles
downstream.

The Navy says it is work-
ing with the EPA and the
Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection
on “understanding the
potential sources of con-
tamination and migration
pathways through the com-
plex hydrology” of the area.

In an email, EPA spokes-
person David Sternberg
acknowledged the Hartsville
Fire Company is part of
ongoing discussions, but
also that stormwater runoff
from the Horsham base was
contaminating the Little
Neshaminy until treat-
ment systems were recently
installed. That contamina-
tion “may be contributing to
impacts at wells proximate
to the creek,” Sternberg said.

“We continue to take
steps to resolve jurisdictional
and geologic complexities,”
he added.

M e a n w h i l e ,  H e c h t
remains caught in limbo as
the military and EPA inves-
tigate, and the Navy’s Ault
said there is “no estimate”
for when sampling might
occur. The EPA likewise
could only say they’d work
with the military and others
to solve the problem “as
quickly as possible.”

Sullivan said his util-
ity was ready to go “a year
ago” on a project to extend
a water main to Hecht’s
neighborhood and connect
her to public water, which
he said would cost about $1
million. Without any agree-
ment from the military to
pay for the project, he more
recently petitioned his board
to allow Warminster to take
Hecht on as a customer, as
the latter utility has a water
main nearby.

“I said we can’t hold this
lady hostage,” Sullivan said.
“This poor woman is trying
to sell her house.”

But Hagey said a connec-
tion to his system would
cost about $12,000, which
is more than Hecht can
afford. There are chalk
lines on her street, drawn
by Warminster employees
to mark where the piping
would go, but they remain
undisturbed.

“This isn’t my house any-
more,” Hecht said. “I’m
running out of funds. It’s
scary.”

WARWICK
From Page A1

Every year since 1988, 
The Intelligencer has 
asked readers to open 
their hearts and their 
wallets to help their 
neighbors in need. Each 
year, they’ve responded 
with an outpouring that 
defines the true meaning 
of the holidays.

The 2017 holiday season 
marks the 30th anniver-
sary of Give A Christmas. 
Over that time, the com-
munity has contributed 
nearly $2.8 million to help 
those less fortunate.

This year’s Give A 
Christmas fund goal is 
$140,000.

Give A Christmas is 
administered by the Bucks 
C o u n t y  O p p o r t u n i t y 
Council with 10 percent of 
the proceeds shared with 
Keystone Opportunity 
Center. The two com-
munity action agencies 
work on behalf of Give 
A Christmas to identify 
individuals and families 
needing financial assis-
tance during the holidays.

The fund provides for 
a variety of assistance 
— from traditional help 
buying gifts and grocer-
ies to rental assistance, 
medicine bills or utility 
needs. After the program 

satisfies eligible requests 
for assistance during the 
holidays, the remaining 
fund balance may be used 
by the agencies to provide 
similar types of assistance 
needed at other times of 
the year

In 2016,  the com-
m u n i t y  c o n t r i b u t e d 
$126,594.64 to Give A 
Christmas which allowed 
the Opportunity Council 
to provide assistance to 
441 families (1,308 indi-
viduals) with the average 
assistance per family 

of $176. Of the families 
served, the average family 
income was $14,844.

The Intelligencer’s 
Give A Christmas fund 
provides assistance to 
families in Central and 
Upper Bucks County 
a s  w e l l  a s  E a s t e r n 
Montgomery County and 
the North Penn and Indian 
Valley communities.

All donations will be 
acknowledged in the 
newspaper unless ano-
nymity is requested.

TO GET HELP: If you wish 

to inquire about eligibil-
ity for Give A Christmas 
assistance, call the Bucks 
C o u n t y  O p p o r t u n i t y 
C o u n c i l  a t  2 1 5 - 3 4 5 -
3295 if you reside within 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  B u c k s 
County school districts: 
C e n t e n n i a l ,  C e n t r a l 
B u c k s ,  N e w  H o p e -
S o l e b u r y ,  P a l i s a d e s , 
Pennridge or Quakertown 
Community, as well as 
the Montgomery County 
school districts of Upper 
Moreland and Hatboro-
H o r s h a m  a n d  t h e i r 
a d j o i n i n g  c o m m u n i -
ties. Call the Keystone 
Opportunity Center at 
215-723-5430 if you reside 
within the Souderton 
or North Penn school 
districts.

TO GIVE HELP: To mail a 
donation, use the dona-
tion coupon from the 
newspaper or download 
a copy at www.theintell.
com/giveachristmas. 
Make checks payable to 
BCOC-Give A Christmas 
and mail them in care 
of The Bucks County 
Opportunity Council, PO
Box # 1807, Doylestown, 
PA 18901. To use a credit 
card, visit www.bcoc.org
and click Donate to Give A 
Christmas.

A B O U T  G I V E  A  C H R I S T M A S
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