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Is the sky falling, or is it the 
limit?

With the inauguration of Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump one 
week from Friday, the answer to 
that question varies greatly among 
organizations dedicated to protect-
ing the environment and those 
promoting the manufacturing and 
energy industries.

“It’s all fear,” said Maya van 
Rossum, director of the Bristol 
Borough-based environmental 
nonprofit Delaware Riverkeeper 
Network, when asked how envi-
ronmental advocates feel. “I think 
we’re just anticipating attacks on 
all fronts … regulatory rollbacks, 
misuse of the budget process (and) 
use of executive orders.”

Compare that with the National 
Association of Manufacturers, 
a Washington, D.C.-based orga-
nization with more than 14,000 
members across the country’s 
manufacturing industries.

“We’re obviously excited about 
the opportunities that a lot of the 
new policies being talked about 
by the incoming administration 
would present for manufacturing,” 
said Ross Eisenberg, vice president 
of energy and resources policy for 
the association.

Or John Stoody, vice president 
of government and public relations 
for the Association of Oil Pipe 
Lines, a trade group supporting 
liquid pipeline companies.

“I’d say it’s universal anticipa-
tion that the (administration) will 
be positive for energy, energy jobs, 
and energy development,” Stoody 
said.

State, local and national orga-
nizations representing business 
and industry said companies are 
bogged down by what they claim 
are whimsical Obama-era envi-
ronmental policies and predict a 
return to more concrete rules and 
processes.

Environmental groups, on the 
other hand, are gearing up for a 
prolonged battle over issues such 
as climate change with a variety of 
tactics — some new and some old.

the federal level
While many activist and indus-

try groups say it’s too early to tell 
exactly what environmental poli-
cies will be put forth or rolled back 
by the Trump administration, they 
already deeply disagree on the 
qualifications of Trump’s nomi-
nees for key federal posts. Of par-
ticular interest is Scott Pruitt, the 
Oklahoma attorney general who is 
Trump’s pick to lead the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

“What we’re hearing out of 
Scott Pruitt, who we support, and 
out of the transition team and out 
of the president-elect himself, have 
all been very encouraging,” Eisen-
berg said, adding that many manu-
facturers have been subject to a 
regulatory “death by a thousand 
cuts. The idea is that that’s going 
to stop and they can get back to 
innovating.”

That approval also extends to 
less-publicized nominees, such as 
Elaine Chao, former secretary of 
labor under President George W. 
Bush, for transportation secretary. 
That nomination has Stoody, of 

the Association of Oil Pipe Lines, 
excited, as the department oversees 
the regulation of liquid pipelines 
such as the proposed Keystone XL 
and Dakota Access pipelines.

“Chao has been an outstand-
ing candidate — a woman of great 
experience,” said Stoody.

He also anticipates more pro-
industry federal appointments, 
such as to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, or FERC, 
which regulates rates for liquid 
pipelines and evaluates inter-
state natural gas pipelines such as 
the proposed PennEast pipeline. 
“We imagine they’ll be excellent 
(picks),” Stoody said.

Larry Schweiger, CEO of Phila-
delphia-based environmental non-
profit PennFuture, offers a very 
different outlook. “The appoint-
ments are deeply troubling,” he 
said.

His primary concerns? The 
nomination of Pruitt, whom he 
criticized for his role as a principal 
attorney in lawsuits against fed-
eral climate change policies. He 
also objects to Rick Perry, Trump’s 
nominee for energy secretary, 
and Rex Tillerson, former Exxon 
Mobile CEO and the nominee for 
secretary of state.

“Tillerson … has been one of 
the primary movers behind the 
effort to deny climate science and 
disrupt progress on climate pol-
icy,” Schweiger said.

What specific changes might be 
in the cards?

Republican Donald Welsh, a 
former head of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s regional 
office, said during a post-election 
panel hosted by PennFuture that 
Obama’s Clean Power Plan could 
be a piece of low-hanging fruit for 
his party. The plan requires each 
state to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from power plants as 
part of the USA’s Paris Agreement 
pledge to reduce carbon emissions 
by at least 26 percent by 2025.

The regulation is being chal-
lenged in court, and the Trump 
administration potentially could 
withdraw legal support or send the 
plan back to the EPA for revision.

PennFuture’s Schweiger 
is optimistic that won’t occur, 
and believes the regulation has 
momentum among environmental 
groups and companies preparing 
for its implementation.

Van Rossum is worried about 
more subtle changes.

“Federal agencies have a lot 

of discretion in how they choose 
to interpret and apply the law 
… so on day one, they can begin 
to roll back environmental pro-
tection simply with the policies 
they implement,” van Rossum 
said, adding that regulators also 
could relax penalties for polluting 
companies.

Van Rossum said she doesn’t 
believe there’s much change in the 
wind for FERC, the federal entity 
the Riverkeepers have butted 
heads with on the proposed Pen-
nEast Pipeline. The proposed 108-
mile natural gas pipeline, which 
would cross through a corner of 
Bucks County, has been the subject 
of fierce opposition in Pennsylva-
nia and New Jersey.

“When it comes to FERC, we 
cannot pretend that we’ve been in 
this great place under the current 
administration,” van Rossum said, 
adding that the Riverkeepers will 
continue to challenge the agency 
legally in court and in the court of 
public opinion.

Eisenberg, of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, said 
opposition to regulations like the 
Clean Power Plan is not absolute. 
Manufacturers are “comfortable 
with regulations” on the energy 
sector, he said, but for industries 
like coal, cement and steel, the 
Clean Power Plan requires “basi-
cally exploring ways to get rid of 
yourself (without offering avenues 
for transition).”

He also said manufacturers are 
on board with Obama administra-
tion regulations on air quality, but 
industry should be given more 
time to reach the new standards. 
He added that some rules, such as 
the 2016 reform of the Toxic Sub-
stances and Control Act, which 
aims to prevent dangers posed by 
unregulated chemicals, should 
remain.

“We want products to be safe 
for their intended use … we were a 
very big driver of the legislation,” 
Eisenberg said. “It doesn’t need to 
be a fight all the time.”

state and local levels
In Pennsylvania, the continued 

hot-button issue is development of 
the Marcellus Shale, a natural gas 
formation that sits under much of 
the western and central parts of 
the states and is the target of the 
lucrative hydraulic fracturing — 
or fracking — industry.

David Spigelmyer, president 

of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, 
which represents the natural gas 
industry, said it’s “far too early to 
tell” what the Trump administra-
tion could mean for drilling in the 
state. However, he said, the coali-
tion is “confident energy options 
will not be removed from the 
table.”

Spigelmyer said his group’s 
primary concern lies with the 
creation of gas transportation 
infrastructure, such as the Pen-
nEast pipeline. He didn’t predict 
whether the project has a bet-
ter chance of approval under the 
Trump administration than it did 
under Obama.

Also at issue is the morato-
rium implemented by the Dela-
ware River Basin Commission on 
natural gas drilling in the basin. 
The DRBC is a federal entity that 
brings together representatives of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New 
York, Delaware and the federal 
government to plan, regulate and 
manage water resources in the 
basin. A significant portion of 
the basin rests over the Marcellus 
Shale, meaning the moratorium 
prevents exploration or drilling 
in some areas in northeast Penn-
sylvania. The DRBC moratorium 
also prevents exploration or devel-
opment of natural gas deposits in 
places like Bucks County.

“Nobody has really asked to 
drill in the (basin),” Spigelmyer 
said about whether the coalition 
is optimistic about its chances to 
explore new areas.

Van Rossum said she doesn’t 
believe the moratorium is at risk. 
The commission’s decisions are 
based on a five-person vote: one 
federal representative and four 
from each member state. There-
fore, Democratic governors in 
Pennsylvania, New York and Dela-
ware comprise a majority vote, 
even if the federal government’s 
vote flips in favor of lifting the 
moratorium.

Schweiger is also optimistic 
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf could 
press forward with Clean Power 
Plan types of regulation for the 
state, should the federal regulation 
ultimately be struck down.

“But the (state) General Assem-
bly is under influence of the natu-
ral gas industry,” Schweiger said. 
“We’re going to be in some tough 
territory for the next couple of 
years.”

Schweiger added that not only 
is southeastern Pennsylvania at 
risk of flooding and increased sea 
level rise due to climate change, 
but a turn away from renewable 
energy sources and jobs could 
cause economic harm.

Industry groups say the oppo-
site: Spigelmyer argued that cheap 
natural gas is essential to support 
biotech companies like those bur-
geoning in Bucks County, while 
Eisenberg said manufacturers of 
all walks “rely on fossil fuels.”

conflict and compromise
As the Trump administration 

gets underway, environmental 
organizations say they’re prepared 
to use new and old tactics to block 
what they see as weakening of 
environmental protections.

Van Rossum predicted contin-
ued success through grass roots 
political pressure campaigns, such 
as the one that forced action over 
lead drinking water contamination 

in Flint, Michigan, and actions 
of civil disobedience, such as the 
Native American-led protests that 
brought attention to the Dakota 
Access Pipeline.

“(Civil disobedience) will abso-
lutely play a very important and 
growing role in a Trump adminis-
tration,” Van Rossum said.

Schweiger alternates on 
approaches. On climate change, he 
said there’s no room for compro-
mise and protests will be needed. 
But, he said, he also hopes to con-
vince opposing politicians through 
education.

“Our first opportunity is to 
engage (legislators) and let them 
know unwinding climate change 
policy, for example, is not in any-
one’s best interest,” Schweiger 
said.

PennFuture also has announced 
a partnership with the Conserva-
tion Voters of Pennsylvania, a 
move designed to allow PennFu-
ture to more directly place public 
pressure on politicians during 
election seasons. The organization 
formerly was barred from doing so 
due to its nonprofit status.

Others say attempting to reach 
across the aisle might not be a bad 
idea.

Jim Seif, a former Pennsylva-
nia Department of Environmental 
Protection Secretary under Repub-
lican Gov. Tom Ridge, said at Pen-
nFuture’s November panel that 
environmental issues aren’t best 
won by electing more Democrats, 
but by finding places to compro-
mise. “It’s time to play ‘Let’s Make 
a Deal,’” Seif said, suggesting com-
mon ground could be found with 
hunters and fisherman.

Bucks County’s new congress-
man, Brian Fitzpatrick, R-8, of 
Middletown, might be one such 
legislator prepared to challenge 
his party on some environmental 
issues.

Fitzpatrick, in an email, wrote 
that he has “concerns” about 
any cabinet nominee who “does 
not share my concerns about the 
dangers posed by climate change. 
Climate change is real and human 
behavior is a contributing clause. 
If any administration official 
attempts to advance policies which 
fail to recognize this reality and 
harm the environment, I am fully 
prepared to push back and stand in 
opposition.”

Fitzpatrick said he already has 
broken with his party and supports 
a House bill that would require 
federal review of any changes to 
greenhouse gas regulations that 
could impact low-income or rural 
communities.

However, some political veter-
ans aren’t so sure there’s a lot of 
common ground between the two 
parties.

At PennFuture’s November 
panel, former DEP secretary John 
Quigley said in his 16 years in 
Harrisburg, he learned that there 
is little impetus for lawmakers 
to take action on environmental 
issues.

“The truth is, in my time ... it 
was a daily fight between private 
profit and the protection of public 
health and the environment. And 
there was not a lot of common 
ground,” Quigley said.
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Environmentalists, industrialists see different futures under Trump

The suit alleges the Navy 
improperly disposed of 
PFOA and PFOS during 
its operation of the now-
shuttered Naval Air Warfare 
Center in Warminster.

There’s no indication in 
the suit or from the attorney 
if Palmer or her son have 
developed any physical ail-
ments from the chemicals. 
Their lawyer said they didn’t 
want to comment.

The chemicals are sus-
pected to have originated 
from firefighting foams used 
as far back as the early 1970s 
at the former Warminster 
base, as well as the former 
Naval Air Station-Joint 
Reserve Base Willow Grove 
in nearby Horsham, part 
of which is now the active 
Horsham Air Guard Station. 
The chemicals made their 
way into groundwater and 
contaminated the drinking 
water supplies of as many as 
70,000 people.

The Navy first began 
sampling for the chemicals 
in the area in 2011. By 2013 
and 2014, a nationwide 
Environmental Protection 
Agency testing program 
found the chemicals in 
numerous public water wells 
at levels that were among 
the highest in the country. 
That finding forced the 
wells to be shut off.

“The Navy’s a big defen-
dant, and I’m really inter-
ested in making sure that 
Dorothy and her son get the 
relief they’re entitled to,” 
said Steven Angstreich, the 
Palmers’ attorney and a part-
ner at Weir & Partners in 
Center City Philadelphia.

According to the lawsuit, 
Dorothy Palmer has lived 
at 26 Gough Ave. in Ivyland 
since 1981. The property is 
about a half-mile from the 
former NAWC. 

The suit states Palmer 
relied on a private well 
until it was found to be con-
taminated by PFOA and 
PFOS in October 2014. At 
that time, it contained 446 
parts per trillion (ppt) of 
PFOS and 157 ppt of PFOA. 
Those amounts, combined, 
are more than eight times 
higher than the 70 ppt 
advised limit for drinking 
water recommended by the 
EPA to avoid health effects.

Palmer’s well is one of 
more than 200 private wells 
that have been closed due to 
contamination in Warmin-
ster, Horsham, Warrington 
and surrounding communi-
ties. Sixteen public wells, 
serving tens of thousands 
of people, also have been 
closed.

Angstreich said Palmer 
only had her blood tested 
for PFOA, as there are 
“very few physicians” who 
will order a test for PFOS. 
But since the PFOS level 
was found to be higher in 

Palmer’s drinking water 
than the PFOA, and PFOS 
takes longer to leave the 
body, Angstreich agreed that 
Palmer may have an even 
higher level of PFOS in her 
blood than PFOA.

Palmer’s PFOA level 
was 15 times higher than 
the 2-ppb level of the aver-
age American, according to 
a nationwide blood testing 
program administered by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Those whose blood levels 
were in the top 5 percent 
in the nationwide testing 
program showed an aver-
age PFOA level of 5.68 ppb. 
Palmer’s was five times 
higher.

Palmer’s blood level 
appears to exceed those 
in even the nation’s most 
highly contaminated 
communities.

In the Mid-Ohio Valley, 
approximately 70,000 resi-
dents have successfully sued 
chemical company DuPont 
for hundreds of millions of 
dollars after being exposed 
to PFOA in their drinking 
water. Median PFOA blood 
levels in that community 
were 28 ppb for PFOA. 
Residents exposed to PFOA 
leaking from a factory in 
Hoosick Falls, New York, 
had median PFOA blood 
levels of approximately 23 
ppb. And at a joint mili-
tary-private trade facility 
in Pease, New Hampshire, 
median PFOA blood levels 

were 3.2 ppb, and median 
PFOS blood levels were 8.9 
ppb.

Palmer’s level also 
appears to offer some evi-
dence that blood concentra-
tions here may be higher 
than federal officials previ-
ously thought. At a May 
community meeting in Hor-
sham, Karl Markiewicz, a 
senior toxicologist with the 
CDC, said, “I think the same 
thing that we see at Pease is 
what we would see here if 
we did a (blood test) study 
(locally).”

Data from New Hamp-
shire’s Department of 
Health and Human Services 
showed the highest level of 
PFOA detected in the blood 
of any individual in the 
Pease blood testing program 
was 32 ppb — just slightly 
higher than Palmer’s. An 
analysis by the department 
also showed that age, male 
sex and length of time spent 
on Pease were most strongly 
associated with higher blood 
levels of the chemicals. For 
males, typical blood levels 
of PFOA and PFOS were 
both higher than levels in 
women.

This news organiza-
tion has further investi-
gated comparisons to Pease 
and found people there 
potentially could have 
been exposed to lower lev-
els of the chemicals than 
residents in southeastern 
Pennsylvania.

In the Mid-Ohio Valley, 

Hoosick Falls, and at Pease, 
large-scale blood testing 
programs were administered 
by private industry or state 
and federal government 
agencies. Despite wide-
spread calls for the Navy 
or federal government to 
provide blood tests here, 
no entity has agreed to foot 
the cost. An agency of the 
CDC recently said it has 
knowledge of additional 
blood levels in Bucks and 
Montgomery counties, but 
couldn’t share information 
due to privacy concerns.

The Palmers’ suit seeks 
to force the Navy to pay 
for blood tests and a health 
effects study, not only for 
the Palmers, but for as many 
as the 70,000 residents who 
may have been exposed to 
the chemicals.

“The average person 
doesn’t have the (means) 
to pay (for blood tests or 
studies),” Angstreich said. 
“These people should not 
be living with this hanging 
over them.”

The suit also seeks medi-
cal monitoring for the Palm-
ers, to potentially detect 
ailments linked by some 
studies to the chemicals. 
They include kidney and 
testicular cancers, thyroid 
disease, ulcerative colitis, 
pregnancy-induced hyper-
tension, high cholesterol 
and others.

The case is the sixth filed 
over the local water con-
tamination, and the second 

against the Navy. The other 
four seek relief from the 
companies that manufac-
tured the firefighting foams 
containing the chemicals.

The Palmers’ case may 
face a difficult legal road. A 
similar suit filed on behalf 
of a Warrington family in 
Montgomery County Court 
is in the midst of a complex 
legal battle, with the family’s 
attorneys arguing the case 
should be heard in county 
court, while the Navy’s 
attorneys are arguing it 
should be tried in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Philadelphia.

That suit also seeks med-
ical monitoring and a health 
study, and family attorney 
Mark Cuker, of Philadel-
phia’s Williams Cuker Ber-
ezofsky firm, previously 
told this news organization 
those claims would likely 
be thrown out if the case is 
heard in federal court.

Cuker said Thursday that 
both sides are waiting to 
hear back from U.S. District 
Judge Gerald Pappert. “The 
judge could decide it, (or) 
he could ask for oral argu-
ments,” Cuker said.

Angstreich said he 
expects similar resistance to 
the Palmers’ case.

“I believe the Navy is 
going to pull out all the 
stops to try and prevent the 
citizens from getting the 
relief they’re entitled to,” 
Angstriech said.
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(file) the advent of Donald trump’s presidency has fostered opposing 

views about the future of the environment, with manufacturers and those 
in the energy industry differing dramatically with environmentalists.


