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kbagenstose@couriertimes.
com; @KyleBagenstose

The U.S. military’s fire-
fighting foam problem is 
growing, with some form of 

drinking water contamination 
now found at 37 bases across 
the country and eight more 
overseas, according to this 
news organization’s review 
of recent reports.

Among them are three 
former and active mili-
tary bases in Bucks and 
Montgomery counties, as 
well as New Jersey's Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. But 
contaminated sites also have 
popped up in states as diverse 

as California, South Dakota 
and Virginia, as well as at 
bases in South Korea and in 
the Indian Ocean.

The price tag also is grow-
ing. As of the end of 2016, the 
Department of Defense had 
spent about $202 million on 
investigating or cleaning up 
contamination from the use of 
firefighting foams, as it works 
its way through a list of 397 
former or active bases where it 
suspects the foams were used. 

That effort includes testing 
all 515 drinking water systems 
serving military personnel, a 
process that was 83 percent 
complete as of March.

The tallies come from a 
pair of reports released this 
month. The first, by the U.S. 
Government Accountability 
Office, examined the DOD’s 
overall administration of 
drinking water systems, and in 
particular its handling of con-
tamination from PFOS, one of 

the chemical toxins found in 
firefighting foam.

A second report was issued 
by the office of Ellen Lord, 
the DOD’s undersecretary for
acquisition, technology and 
logistics, and focused solely 
on firefighting foam con-
tamination and the military’s 
progress in investigating the 
issue.

T h e  l a t t e r  r e p o r t  w a s 

More foam contamination reported

By Jenny Wagner
jewagner@couriertimes.com
@ATJWagner

Patt Mulligan was pencil-
ing in appointments to help 
people get health insurance 
more than a week before the 
Affordable Care Act open 
enrollment period, which 
starts Wednesday.

Mulligan is  a certified 
application counselor, which 
means she is trained to pro-
vide free, unbiased assistance 
with the enrollment process 
and information about cov-
erage options. Lower Bucks 
Hospital, where Mulligan 
worked for 41 years before 
recently retiring, receives 
f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  h e r 

position.
In many ways, this open 

enrollment period will be a 
lot like in the three previous 
years that Mulligan has served 
as a counselor.

The ACA, or Obamacare as 
it’s commonly called, is still 
the law. A variety of plans are 
still available on the market-
places, and subsidies are still 
provided for people who can’t 
afford them.

But a lot will be different, 
too.

There will be fewer naviga-
tors who, like Mulligan, offer 
free, unbiased assistance. 
They’ll also have less time to 
do their work because open 

Funding cuts mean fewer insurance advisers
Where to turn for enrollment assistance

Patt Mulligan, a certifi ed 
application counselor with 
Lower Bucks Hospital will 
provide free, one-on-one 
enrollment assistance 
at Margaret R. Grundy 
Memorial Library in Bristol 
Borough from 1 to 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday; 1 to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays from Nov. 7 to Dec. 
12; and 1 to 4 p.m. on Dec. 15. 
No appointment is necessary; 
for further information con-
tact: 215-788-7891 extension 
5. or 6.
Pennsylvania Health Access 
Network has certifi ed naviga-
tors available across the 
state to help people get cov-
erage and explore options. 

Call or text the helpline to get 
assistance over the phone 
or set up an appointment: 
877-570-364.
On Monday, Pennsylvanians 
can compare plans on and 
off the marketplace using 
Consumers’ Checkbook, 
an online tool released 
by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Insurance: 
pa.checkbookhealth.org.
People also can shop for 
plans when open enrollment 
begins on Wednesday on the 
marketplace at Healthcare.
gov. Enrollment assistance 
can be found by visiting 
localhelp.Healthcare.gov or 
calling 1-800-318-2596.

Friday-Saturday, October 27-28, 2017

Ready for some football?

Kiley Gallagher, team manager for the Archbishop Wood football team, waits alongside the water coolers while the team practices for Friday 
night’s big game against rival La  Salle High School. [ART GENTILE / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

By Marc Levy
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG 
—  L a w m a k e r s  i n 
Pennsylvania, which is 
second only to Nevada in 
commercial casino rev-
enues, voted Thursday 
to approve the biggest 
expansion of gambling 
in the state since casinos 
were legalized more than 
a decade ago.

D e s p e r a t e  t o  f i n d 
ways to help plug a 
giant budget hole, the 
Republican-controlled 
House of Representatives 
approved and sent to 
Democratic Gov. Tom 
Wolf a bill to extend 
casino-style gambling 
to truck stops, online 
portals and airports, and 
to allow 10 new mini-
casinos to open in a state 
that already has a dozen 
casinos operating. The 
vote was 109-72, with 
support from both GOP 
and Democratic leaders.

Wolf has expressed 
support for expanding 
gambling to patch up the 
state budget. His office 
said he would decide 
in the next few days 
whether to sign the gam-
bling legislation.

The measure would 
make Pennsylvania the 
fourth state with internet 
gambling, and the first to 
allow both casino and lot-
tery games to be offered 
online, as Pennsylvania 
looks to make money off 
new and younger play-
ers. It also would pave 
the way for the struggling 
Pennsylvania Lottery 

State 
poised to 
expand 
gambling

The Department of 
Defense has found 
water contaminated by 
fi refi ghting foam at 45 
military bases around 
the world
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By Jill Colvin 
and Carla K. Johnson
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In ringing 
and personal terms, President 
Donald Trump on Thursday 
pledged that “we will overcome 
addiction in America,” declaring 
opioid abuse a national public 
health emergency and announc-
ing new steps to combat what 
he described as the worst drug 
crisis in U.S. history.

Trump’s declaration, which 
will be effective for 90 days 
and can be renewed, will allow 
the government to redirect 
resources in various ways and 
to expand access to medical 
services in rural areas. But it 
won’t bring new dollars to fight 
a scourge that kills nearly 100 
people a day.

“As Americans we cannot 
allow this to continue,” Trump 
said in a speech at the White 
House, where he bemoaned an 
epidemic he said had spared no 
segment of society, affecting 
rural areas and cities, rich and 
poor and both the elderly and 
newborns.

“It is time to liberate our com-
munities from this scourge of 
drug addiction,” he said. “We 
can be the generation that ends 
the opioid epidemic.”

Deaths have surged from 
opioids, which include some 
prescribed painkillers, heroin 
and synthetic drugs such as fen-
tanyl, often sold on the nation’s 
streets.

Administration officials said 
they also would urge Congress, 
during end-of-the year budget 
negotiations, to add new cash to 
a public health emergency fund 
that Congress hasn’t replen-
ished for years and contains just 
$57,000.

But critics said Thursday’s 
words weren’t enough.

“How can you say it’s an 
emergency if we’re not going 
to put a new nickel in it?” said 
Dr. Joseph Parks, medical direc-
tor of the nonprofit National 
Council for Behavioral Health, 
which advocates for addiction 
treatment providers. “As far as 
moving the money around,” he 
added, “that’s like robbing Peter 
to pay Paul.”

Democratic House leader 
Nancy Pelosi said, “Show me 

the money.”
Trump’s audience Thursday 

included parents who have lost 
children to drug overdoses, 
people who have struggled with 
addiction, first responders and 
lawmakers.

Trump also spoke personally 
about his own family’s experi-
ence with addiction: His older 
brother, Fred Jr., died after 
struggling with alcoholism. It’s 
the reason the president does 
not drink.

Trump described his brother 
as a “great guy, best looking 
guy,” with a personality “much 
better than mine.”

“But he had a problem, he 
had a problem with alcohol,” 
the president said. “I learned 
because of Fred.”

Trump said he hoped a mas-
sive advertising campaign, 
which sounded reminiscent of 
the 1980s “Just Say No” cam-
paign, might have a similar 
impact.

 It’s a path taken by previous 
presidents, including Richard 
Nixon, Ronald Reagan and 
George H.W. Bush, all of whom 

tried to rally the nation to con-
front drug abuse but fell short 
of solving the problem. Some 
people have become hooked on 
opioids after being prescribed 
prescription pain killers by doc-
tors after injuries or surgery.

As a presidential candidate, 
Trump had pledged to make 
fighting addiction a priority. 
Once in office, Trump assem-
bled a commission, led by Gov. 
Chris Christie of New Jersey, to 
study the problem. The com-
mission’s interim report argued 
an emergency declaration would 
free additional money and 
resources, but some in Trump’s 
administration disagreed.

 Some also faulted the White 
House for not issuing a wider 
emergency declaration to deal 
with the crisis.

Rob Brandt, an Ohio man 
who lost his 20-year-old son 
to a heroin overdose in 2011, 
called Trump’s public health 
emergency order a “good incre-
mental step” but urged greater 
focus on prevention and long-
term treatment.

“The federal government 

has lagged behind in truly 
decisive action,” said Brandt, 
who opened an opioid recov-
ery center in Medina, Ohio this 
year, run on private donations 
and grants.

“We lost 64,000 Americans 
last year,” he said, “and if you 
look at, if we were to have a 
foreign country attack us and 
kill 60,000 Americans or a ter-
rorist attack that killed 60,000 
Americans, we would print 
money to combat that.”

As a result of Trump’s dec-
laration, officials will be able to 
expand access to telemedicine 
services, including substance 
abuse treatment for people 
living in rural and remote areas. 
Officials will also be able to more 
easily deploy state and federal 
workers, secure Department 
of Labor grants for the unem-
ployed, and shift funding for 
HIV and AIDs programs to 
provide more substance abuse 
treatment for people already 
eligible for those programs.

Trump said his administra-
tion would also be working 
to reduce regulatory barriers, 

such as one that bars Medicaid 
from paying for addiction 
treatment in residential rehab 
facilities larger than 16 beds. 
He spoke of ongoing efforts to 
require opioid prescribers to 
undergo special training, the 
Justice Department’s target-
ing of opioid dealers and efforts 
to develop a non-addictive 
painkiller.

Trump said one specific 
prescription opioid, which 
he described as “truly evil,” 
would be withdrawn immedi-
ately from the market. White 
House spokesman Hogan 
Gildey later said he was refer-
ring to the painkiller Opana ER. 
That drug was pulled from the 
market in July at the Food and 
Drug Administration’s request 
following a 2015 outbreak of 
HIV and hepatitis C in south-
ern Indiana linked to sharing 
needles to inject the pills.

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, 
D-Conn.,  said Trump’s 
effort falls far short of what is 
needed and will divert staff and 
resources from other vital public 
health initiatives. 

Trump declares opioid emergency 

Jeanne Moser, center, of East Kingston, N.H., watches Thursday as President Donald Trump reaches out to touch a photo of her son, Adam Moser, 
during an event to declare the opioid crisis a national public health emergency in the East Room of the White House in Washington. Adam was 27 
when he died from an apparent fentanyl overdose. [PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

The order does not 
include more money to 
fi ght drug addictions

required by language inserted 
in a congressional budget bill 
last spring, originally pushed 
by Democratic Sen. Bob 
Casey, of Pennsylvania.

T o g e t h e r ,  t h e  r e p o r t s 
offer a comprehensive look 
at one of the military’s most 
urgent environmental issues. 
Firefighting foams used 
ubiquitously by the military 
between 1970 and 2015 con-
tained toxic perfluorinated 
compounds such as PFOS and 
PFOA, which are now being 
found at a growing number 
of bases. The chemicals have 
been linked by some studies to 
a variety of health concerns, 
including elevated cholesterol, 
reproductive and develop-
mental issues; ulcerative 
colitis; kidney and testicular 
cancer, and other illnesses.

In its report, the DOD noted 
that the cost of investigating 
PFOS and PFOA is so large that 
it will “likely lead to delays” 
in previously planned clean-
ups for other contamination 
issues.

The DOD report shows the 
Air Force faces the steepest 
costs, having spent about $152 
million at 203 installations: 
$119 million on investigations 
and $32 million on cleanup. 
The Horsham Air Guard 
Station in Pennsylvania, where 
contamination was discovered 
in 2014, spent about $6.4 mil-
lion as of the end of 2016, the 
third-highest amount among 
Air Force installations. The 
joint base had spent about $1.8 
million.

The Air Force also appears 
f a r  a h e a d  o f  t h e  o t h e r 
branches, with each of its 203 
installations receiving at least 
some amount of money for 
investigation.

The Navy has identified 
114 bases for investigation, 
spending $43 million so far. 
More than two-thirds has been 
spent at the former Naval Air 
Warfare Center in Warminster 
($16.2 million) and the former 
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve 
Base in Willow Grove ($15 mil-
lion), both in Pennsylvania. 
However, at 73 bases, the Navy 
had yet to spend a single dollar 
on contamination investiga-
tions, as of the end of 2016.

Army in worse position

The Army is in a worse posi-
tion: It had spent only $1.6 
million across 13 bases, with 
51 more still on the waiting list 
for work to begin.

The Marine Corps had spent 
$1.3 million across seven of the 
14 sites it wants to test, while 
the Defense Logistics Agency 
had yet to begin work at two 
sites.

All told, as of the end of 
2016, investigations started 
at just 66 percent of the 397 
bases scheduled to be checked 
for contamination. Although 
there’s no way of knowing how 
many bases will ultimately be 
found to have contamination, 
cleanup funds had been spent 
at only 18 bases.

In its report, the DOD said 
it prioritizes which sites to 
investigate or clean up based 
on a “worst first” approach, 
which it defines as addressing 
“sites that pose a relatively 
greater risk to human health of 

the environment before sites 
posing a lesser risk.”

It also predicts that costs 
will increase as it moves fur-
ther into cleaning up, and not 
just investigating, contamina-
tion. But it offered no specific 
estimates — 10 months after 
the General Accountability 
Office said it notified the DOD 
of potential budgeting issues.

“ I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7 ,  w e 
reported that DOD had not 
notified Congress that the 
costs for environmental 
cleanup at closed installations 
will significantly increase due 
to the high cost of remediat-
ing emerging contaminants, 
including PFOS and PFOA,” 
the GAO report said. “We also 
reported that DOD officials 
had not determined the total 
costs for cleaning up emerg-
ing contaminants at closed 
installations.”

However, DOD spokes-
man Adam Stump said via 
email Thursday morning that 
the department has yet to 
make any estimates because 
the “investigation is still 
ongoing.”

But there isn’t a complete 
lack of information from the 
nation’s capital. An August 
letter sent from seven U.S. 
senators, including Casey, 
to leadership of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
said, “DOD officials have 
suggested that cleanup costs 
could reach as high as $2 
billion.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Department of Defense report, 
the department issued a sep-
arate directive to test all 515 
water systems used at U.S. 
military bases around the 
world, an effort that cost 

about $1 million as of the end 
of 2016.

With testing at 427 of those 
systems completed, 19 were 
found to be contaminated 
with PFOS and PFOA above a 
70-parts-per-trillion safety 
advisory level put forth by 
the U.S.  Environmental 
Protection Agency. However, 
when added to more recent 
reviews conducted by the 
GAO and posted online by the 
Air Force, the number of bases 
with a known water contami-
nation issue grows to 45.

Contamination 
in 19 states

Analysis  by this  news 
organization shows that con-
tamination has been found in 
water systems at 20 bases, in 
off-base water supplies near 
21 bases, and in water used 
for processes such as agricul-
ture at another eight bases. 
Four of the bases overlap, 
such as at the Horsham sta-
tion, where contamination 
was found in on- and off-
base water supplies. Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
was not listed as having on-
base contamination, despite 
a prior investigation by this 
news organization that found 
contaminated wells on the 
Lakehurst side were used 
regularly over the past decade.

Drinking water contami-
nation has now been found 
at bases in 19 states, as well 
as at four Army bases in 
South Korea, an air base in 
Honduras, and three naval 
facilities in Diego Garcia, a 
12-square-mile strip of land 
in the Indian Ocean.

In its report, the DOD said it 

had also taken action to phase
out the use of foams contain-
ing PFOS. In January 2016, the 
department issued a policy 
requiring military services 
to create risk management 
practices to “prevent uncon-
trolled land-based releases” 
of the foam and “remove and 
properly dispose of” any foam 
containing PFOS.

Under the policy, the DOD 
said, all Air Force bases except 
for one in Greenland have 
received newer foams consid-
ered to be less hazardous, with 
97 percent of air bases having 
made the switch operationally 
so far.

The DOD also is “investing 
in research and development 
projects” to develop foams 
that are free of perfluori-
nated compounds, teaming 
with the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences 
in the effort, the report said.

It also has developed a plan 
for “prompt community noti-
fication” in the event of the 
discovery of drinking water 
contamination, which the 
report said includes part-
nering with regulatory and 
government agencies, host-
ing public meetings, engaging 
with the media, using social 
media, and updating com-
munity leaders.

Casey said in an email that 
he believes the DOD report 
was an “important step” in 
an effort to “shed light on 
the scope of the problem 
nationwide and help com-
munities understand what 
DOD is doing to clean up the 
contamination.”

However, he noted that 
“fixing this problem will take 
time and be expensive.”
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