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The United Way 
of Bucks County 
continues to accept 
donations toward 
BKOHunger’s 
unmet fundraising 
goal. Donations 
may also be made 
online at uwbucks.
org/bkohunger or 
by check to United 
Way of Bucks 
County (Bucks 
Knocks Out Hunger 
in subject line) 
and mailed to UW 
Bucks, 413 Hood 
Blvd., Fairless Hills, 
PA 19030.

bill fraser / PHOTOjOUrnALisT
Colin McGuire, 6, of Upper Moreland, jumps through the mist to cool off at Masons Mill Park in Upper 

Moreland on Wednesday. Check the forecast to see if you will need cooling off this weekend, B3.

in-your-face relief

by david levinsky
sTAFF WriTEr

The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives’ Bipartisan 
Heroin Task Force, 
led by New Jer-
sey Congressman 
Tom MacArthur 
and Pennsylva-
nia Congressman 
Brian Fitzpatrick, 
unveiled its legisla-
tive agenda for the 
remainder of the 
115th Congress this 
week, and it’s an 
ambitious plan that 
aims to tackle the drug crisis 
on multiple fronts.

Each bill has several bipar-
tisan sponsors, and each seeks 
to address the opioid and her-
oin epidemic from a different 
perspective, such as enhanc-
ing law enforcement efforts 
and education and prevention 
programs, and making it eas-
ier for people suffering from 
addiction to get treatment.

MacArthur, a Republican 
who serves as the task force’s 
co-chairman with Demo-
cratic New Hampshire Con-

gresswoman Annie 
Kuster, said that 
there’s no one solu-
tion to the crisis, and 
that the task force is 
focused on passing 
multiple measures 
to strike a balance 
between compas-
sion for those suffer-
ing from substance 
abuse and assisting 
law enforcement 

efforts to stop the flow of 
illegal drugs into the country 
and combat street sales of the 
deadly narcotics.

“It’s an issue that needs 
to be tackled in pieces,” 
MacArthur said Wednesday 
about the broad range of bills 
the task force plans to push. 
“There’s no one component.”

Plan unveiled 
to fight crisis 
of addiction
Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick is one of the 
leaders of the House Bipartisan Heroin Task 
Force, which is trying to show compassion for 
opioid abusers and stop the flow of illegal drugs.

by thomas friestad
sTAFF WriTEr

Chuck Clayton says his 11-pound 
Chihuahua was pulled under his 
backyard fence and attacked by 
another, bigger dog.

Minnie suffered multiple puncture 
wounds and crushed ribs, and she 
underwent surgery to remove part of 
a lung — this left Clayton, a retired 
carpenter living in Bristol Township, 
with a veterinary bill of $8,600.

The township’s animal con-
trol officer cited the owner of the 
dog Clayton says attacked Minnie 
for “failing to confine it.” After a 
court hearing Wednesday morn-
ing, the attacking dog’s owner, who 
declined to comment, and Clayton 
began working out an agreement to 
cover the cost of Minnie’s treatment. 
They’ll be back in court July 19 to let 

District Judge Robert Wagner know 
how they made out.

“I’m not out to hurt or blame 
anyone, but (a dog attack) is a trag-
edy that no one should suffer,” Clay-
ton said. “I still have night and day 
dreams how helpless she was (after 
the attack).”

Other victims of dog attacks or 
their owners have been less forgiving, 
and they push to have the attacking 
dog put on a “Dangerous Dog” state 
registry.

Seven dogs in Bucks County and 
12 in Montgomery County are on 
that list. Others could be added soon, 
including two dogs in Bucks and four 
in Montgomery.

In all of Pennsylvania — except 
for five cities that enforce their own 
dog laws — 205 canines have been 
labeled “dangerous” dogs, and 227 are 
slated to be added to the registry.

In 2016, the Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement added 49 dogs to the 
state registry it oversees, said Shan-
non Powers, a spokeswoman for the 
state Department of Agriculture, 

which oversees the bureau. In that 
same year, 83 known “danger-
ous” dog charges were filed across 
the state, though the Administra-
tive Office of Pennsylvania Courts 
does not keep data on cases that 

Dog attack cases most complex 

contributed
Minnie, a Chihuahua, recovers 

from injuries her owner said were 
caused by a neighbor’s dog.

Labeling a pet as dangerous 
in Pennsylvania involves a 
series of investigations and 
determinations.

by kyle bagenstose
sTAFF WriTEr

PennEnvironment, a 
Philadephia-based environ-
mental nonprofit, has been 
counting down the days 
until Friday’s deadline to 
pass a Pennsylvania state 
budget.

In text message blasts to 
supporters, the nonprofit 
has warned “9 days to save 
PA parks from closing,” 
and on Tuesday, just “3 days 
until PA budget cuts will 
force some parks to close.”

But with time running 
out, environmentalists 
say they are privy to little 
about ongoing negotia-
tions between Republican 
majority leaders in the state 
House and Senate and the 
administration of Demo-
cratic Gov. Tom Wolf. They 
fear the ultimate outcome 
will be dramatic cuts to state 
environmental programs.

“We really try to make 
the public aware of how 
much the process lacks 
transparency,” said David 
Masur, executive director 
of PennEnvironment. “You 
have a handful of people in 
a room, making decisions, 
who are going to propose a 
bill to the public.”

Environmentalists such 
as Masur say Wolf ’s initial 
2017-18 budget proposal, 
presented in the winter, 
was already “austere,” and 
mostly held the status quo 

from the prior year. Then 
the state House passed its 
own version in April which 
planned across-the-board 
cuts from Wolf ’s budget. 
This week, various media 
outlets are reporting that 
policymakers are still strug-
gling behind closed doors 
to figure out how to close a 
budget gap of more than a 
billion dollars.

Among the cuts proposed 
by the House is a year-over-
year decrease of 6.5 per-
cent for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, includ-
ing a 10 percent cut for 
general operating funds that 
pay for many of the state’s 
regulatory programs. Wolf ’s 
proposal would have kept 
the DEP’s funding level, at 
approximately $150 million.

“For DEP you’re going to 
see less inspections and less 
oversight,” said Matthew 
Stepp, director of policy for 
PennFuture, also a Philadel-
phia-based nonprofit.

Stepp predicts lapses in 
ensuring the safety of oil 
and gas operations, drink-
ing water, air pollution, and 
coal mines. “DEP simply 
doesn’t have (enough) staff 
and capacity at present, and 
these cuts would just make 
that worse,” he said.

Marci Mowrie, presi-
dent of the nonprofit 

Budget’s effect  
on environment  
a waiting game

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— School districts that 
let employees carry fire-
arms on school grounds to 
help protect students from 
would-be killers would have 
to abide by certain ground 
rules, including training 
requirements and psycho-
logical evaluations for those 
employees, under legislation 
approved by state senators 
Wednesday.

The bill passed, 28-22, 
after an emotional hour-long 
debate in which opponents 
contended that allowing 
guns in the hands of civilian 

school employees would 
make children less safe and 
read a letter on the Senate 
floor from educators who 
survived the 2012 Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
shooting in Connecticut.

Having guns wouldn’t 
have made them or their 
students safer, the educators 
wrote.

The bill was backed by 
26 Republicans and two 
Democrats, while 14 Demo-
crats — including every 

Philadelphian — voted with 
all eight Republicans from 
southeastern Pennsylvania 
districts against it.

After the Sandy Hook 
shooting, a handful of 
states passed laws opening 
the door to guns on school 
grounds.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. 
Don White, R-Indiana, 
said he could not predict 
whether any school district 
would go through with such 
a policy. But, he said, he 
would sleep better at night if 
school districts at least had 

Bill allows armed school workers
 ■ Bucks educators oppose 
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“dangerous.”
If a dog on the list attacks 

again, charges rise to the crimi-
nal level — a misdemeanor 
rather than a civil summary 
offense — and the dog could 
be seized and euthanized.

The owners of the dogs 
that are found to be dangerous 
at the district court level have 
options: They can appeal to 
a county court rather than go 
through the rigorous mandates 
required by the state involving 
a “dangerous” dog. Or, they 
can euthanize the animal.

Falls resident Crystal 
Schaefer had her 1-year-old 
dog, Jackson, an American 
bulldog and red nose pit bull 
mix, euthanized in April 2015 
after he was determined to be a 
“dangerous” dog the previous 
September. Jackson fled Schae-
fer’s home while her son was 
opening the front door and 
ultimately attacked a walking 
couple’s Chi-Chi.

Schaefer said her family 
tried to find a new home for 
Jackson out of state, but the 
time he spent cooped up made 
him more aggressive. Jackson 
previously was “the world’s 
biggest lapdog” and had gotten 
along well with her children 
and two pugs, she said.

“I would never be able to 

forgive myself if an attack hap-
pened somewhere else, so we 
had to make that hard deci-
sion,” Schaefer said of Jack-
son’s fate. 

The process itself was “hell 
and back” for her family, she 
wrote in an online petition she 
began years ago, asking state 
lawmakers to review “danger-
ous” dog law — the petition 
garnered 518 signatures before 
falling inactive, but Schaefer 
said she might resume her 
efforts. 

Looking to get laws amended
Schaefer argues dog law 

should be amended to allow 
discretion in how the Bureau 
of Dog Law Enforcement sen-
tences “dangerous” dogs rather 
than applying a one-size-fits-
all approach. One possibility, 
she suggested, might be a state-
approved training program 
for the dog, through which 
the dog could be desensitized 
and socialized at its owner’s 
expense. She added that the 
existing law could then be 
applied if experts deemed a 
dog beyond help.

“It would be another option 
to see if there’s any redemption 
for the dog,” she said.

Ultimately, Schaefer said, 
owners must be careful to 
understand their dog’s behav-
ior to safeguard against trag-
edy — as was her situation, 
someone might not know 

their dog has a high prey drive 
until it’s too late. 

She said, “Just getting a 
dog is not just getting a dog 
like it used to be.”

Had she chosen to keep 
Jackson, she would have had 
to have him neutered, micro-
chipped and kept in a safe 
enclosure, marked by two yel-
low signs and secured from 
the top and bottom (a fence 
extending 2 feet deep, for 
example). If the dog left the 
enclosure, he would have had 
to be muzzled and leashed at 
all times. She also would have 
had to pay $500 each year to 
the dog registry and maintain 
$50,000 in liability insurance, 
such as on her homeowner’s 
insurance policy. All on top 
of the restitution mandated 
by the court to be paid to the 
attacked dog’s owner when the 
case was first held.

Kristen Donmoyer, direc-
tor of the Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement, said her agency 
will visit the home of a “dan-
gerous” dog a minimum of 
two times a year — more fre-
quently if a neighbor tips off 
officials that there might be a 
violation.

“If they don’t think we’re 
coming, we’ll come right back 
and visit again,” she said.

Labeling a dog “dangerous”
About 4.5 million dog 

bites occur in the United 

States each year, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. And they 
accounted for a little more 
than one-third of liability 
insurance payments in 2016, 
according to the Insurance 
Information Institute.

When someone files a dog 
attack complaint in Pennsyl-
vania, a trained officer — an 
employee of the state Bureau 
of Dog Law Enforcement, 
local dog warden, animal con-
trol officer or police officer 
— must investigate, interview 
everyone involved and take 
photographs of any injuries, 
Donmoyer said. The officer 
also must submit a report to 
the bureau and, if the attack 
victim was a human, the dog 
must be quarantined for a 
minimum of 10 days, either 
in the owner’s home or in an 
approved medical center if it 
suspected to be rabid. 

Following the investi-
gation, the trained officer, 
attack victim or owner of the 
attacked animal can file a 
complaint against the dog’s 
owner in the local magisterial 
district court to have the dog 
deemed “dangerous.” 

Key to an investigation 
— and whether a judge will 
find a dog “dangerous” — is if 
the animal attacked a human 
or domestic animal without 
provocation, Donmoyer said. 
In animal-on-animal attacks, 

the incident also must have 
occurred off the dog owner’s 
property for the dog to be 
deemed “dangerous.” In 
Minnie’s case, Clayton’s 
neighbor, Mary Bartle, who 
said she witnessed the attack, 
said the other dog was in her 
yard at the time it pulled the 
Chihuahua under Clayton’s 
fence.

The attack must also be 
“severe,” entailing broken 
bones or multiple lacera-
tions, she said, adding that in 
some cases, an officer instead 
will cite the dog as being out 
of the owner’s “reasonable 
control” — this lesser charge 
might surface if, for example, 
a dog chases someone and 
causes them to fall. 

“Dangerous” dog cases 
“are the most complex of all 
dog law charges because it 
carries such a heavy weight,” 
Donmoyer said. “We take 
that charge very seriously 
and don’t want to deem a 
dog ‘dangerous’ that doesn’t 
deserve to be. But if an 
incident happens, we have 
an obligation to the victim 
and public to file charges 
accordingly.”

Cases can drag on for a 
number of reasons, she said. 
A dog owner can appeal the 
charge of harboring a “dan-
gerous” dog, which Don-
moyer said puts her bureau 
“at the mercy of the courts.”

on the wanted list
Donmoyer guesses that 50 

percent of the dogs pending 
registration on the “danger-
ous” dog list haven’t been 
located because local officials 
failed to notify her office 
about the animal.

Under state law, an inves-
tigating officer must alert 
the Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement once after a dog 
attack and again if charges 
are filed — the bureau uses 
this second report to get in 
contact with the dog’s owner, 
Donmoyer said. The dis-
trict judge’s office also must 
update the bureau on the 
dog’s disposition — “dan-
gerous” or not — after its 
hearing.

Sometimes a dog under 
investigation isn’t found until 
after it has attacked another 
person or animal, she said, 
because local officials missed 
that notification. When that 
happens, the owner has time 
to give away the dog before 
it can be registered. If caught 
doing that, the owner can be 
slapped with a third-degree 
misdemeanor charge and 
fined $500 to $1,000. 
Staff writer Luke Torrance contributed 

to this report. 
Thomas Friestad: 215-307-0285; 
email: tfriestad@calkins.com;  
Twitter: @RealTomFriestad
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Pennsylvania Parks & 
Forest Foundation, said 
her organization primar-
ily works to support the 
state’s recreational spaces. 
She said the Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources, which oversees 
those assets, received $358 
million in the 2016-17 fis-
cal year. Wolf ’s budget 
proposes an increase to 
$369 million, augmented 
by a bond, but the House 
bill proposed a cut to $326 
million.

“That’s not a sustain-
able cut,” Mowrie said. 
“We could see shortened 
camping seasons, we could 
see staff not being replaced 
when they leave … Less 

road maintenance, fire staff 
could be reduced.”

She added hits could 
also occur to statewide 
grant programs to build 
playgrounds, parks, trails 
and other community rec-
reation assets in towns and 
boroughs.

Complicating the pic-
ture even further is that the 
DCNR budgets proposed 
by both Wolf and House 
Republicans continue to 
rely on revenue from gas 
and oil taxes, Mowrie said. 
A recent Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court decision 
means that funding source 
might be declared illegal, 
casting further uncertainty.

Requests for comment 
on the proposed cuts left 
with the offices of House 
majority leader Dave 
Reed, R-Indiana County, 
and House appropriations 

committee Chairman Stan 
Saylor, R-York County, were 
not returned Wednesday.

The House budget also 
proposes to cut in half the 
money Wolf had set aside 
to go to the Delaware River 
Basin Commission. That 
agency brings together 
officials from New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and the federal 
government to protect the 
Delaware River and its 
tributaries. A nonbinding 
funding formula is in place, 
which asks each member to 
contribute a certain share 
of money.

Clarke Rupert, the 
DRBC’s communications 
manager, said the agency 
has asked for $893,000 from 
Pennsylvania every year 
since 2008. For the current 
fiscal year, Wolf originally 
proposed $750,000, but that 

was cut to $434,000.
Wolf proposed the latter 

amount again in next year’s 
budget, but the House bill 
proposed cutting it in half, 
to $217,000. That would 
amount to a funding cut 
of about 3 percent for the 
DRBC, which predicts $6.7 
million in revenues for the 
upcoming year.

Rupert said the agency’s 
staff “remain hopeful” that 
the final number will be 
closer to Wolf ’s proposal. 
Because of the timing of the 
DRBC’s budgetary process, 
the agency budgets based 
on the governor’s proposal. 
If the funding is ultimately 
less, cuts can occur.

“There can be staff turn-
over so maybe a position 
isn’t filled right away … 
or you take a look at your 
expenses and cut back on 
things that can perhaps 

be delayed or reduced,” 
Rupert said.

Maya van Rossum, head 
of the Bristol Borough-
based Delaware River-
keeper Network, said cuts 
to the DRBC “reduce the 
amount of science that can 
be done, reduce regulatory 
protection, and certainly 
reduce enforcement.”

She said the health 
of the Delaware River is 
essential to communities 
such as Morrisville and 
Yardley, which rely on it 
for drinking water, but that 
a healthy river also boosts 
ecotourism, property values 
and property taxes.

“Pennsylvania walk-
ing away from its financial 
commitment may look like 
a short-term budget fix, but 
in the long run it’s going to 
have a much more damag-
ing impact,” van Rossum 

said.
Just how the budget 

process will shake out is 
a mystery. Multiple inter-
viewees said they don’t see 
an overwhelming urgency 
in Harrisburg to meet the 
Friday deadline and predict 
the state will once again not 
have a budget on its due 
date.

PennEnvironment’s 
Masur said his group plans 
to continue to encourage 
its members to put political 
pressure on legislators, add-
ing he’s disappointed with 
the process.

“(Even) most legislators 
will not see the budget but 
will be expected to vote on 
it,” he said. “That’s not 
how the people’s work is 
done.”
Kyle Bagenstose: 215-949-4211; 
email: kbagenstose@calkins.com; 
Twitter: @KyleBagenstose
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HOURS: Thurs. 9-6; Fri. 9-7; Sat. 9-4 
2150 S. Eagle Rd Newtown, PA 18940
215.860.8821
www.newtownfarmersmarket.com

King of Falafel  267.205.6449

Sunny Meadows Dairy 714.617.4193

Zook’s BBQ Barn 215.504.9292

Aaron’s Fresh Meats 215.504.4544

Dos Amores  215.579.5966

Just Loaf’n 215.504.5623

Klinghoffer Farms 215.860.5510

Dutch Treats 215.968.4398

Barbie’s Soft Pretzels 215.579.9664

Smucker’s Salads 267.757.0944

Madara’s Seafood 215.504.1077

Akiko Sushi 215.579.7998

Riehl’s Bakery 215.968.1708

Zook’s Fresh Poultry 215.860.1030

Fresh poultry, meat, seafood, produce, 

baked goods, candies, pretzels, 

salads, burgers, steaks and more...

Everything You Need for Everything You Need for 
Your Backyard Barbecue!Your Backyard Barbecue!

To redeem online at KutztownFestival.com, enter coupon code: 2017INT

Kutztown 
Folk 
Festival

Limit 1 discount per coupon. Good for adult, senior and weekly tickets only. Not to be used with any other promotional discount. 

$2off 
Admission

“One of America’s
   Top Celebrations”

USA Today

“Must See” Festival
The Washington Post

“Best of the Best”
Destinations Magazine

KutztownFestival.com/int

July 1-9, 2017

Festival Times:
July 1-2, 7-8:  10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
July 3-6, 9:  10 a.m.-6 p.m.
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