
By Christian Menno
staff writer

Anytime fans of opposing 
NFL teams get together — 
whether it’s a few friends on 
a couch watching a game or a 
few thousand  
getting rowdy 
tailgating  
outside a sta-
dium — there’s 
bound to be 
some  
verbal jabs 
thrown around.

When sev-
eral hundred thousand fans 
of every team swarm the Ben-
jamin Franklin Parkway in 
Philadelphia — arguably the 
most frenzied football town 
in the country — for the first 
round of the NFL draft, you 
can be sure the ribbing gets 
intense.

Most of the sparring 
Thursday was good natured 
and expected. The anti-Cow-
boys chants that seemed to 
bounce around to different 
pockets of Eagles fans (and 
other teams’ fans) were not 
surprising.

But some shots came out of 
nowhere.

When it was suggested to 
13-year-old Chad Laurence, 
of Hulmeville, who came to 
the draft along with his dad, 

Chris, that his father helps 
him understand the sport, he 
fired right back.

“No. I teach him!” he said. 

“I’ve gone to a lot of games 
with him so this has just been 
fun.”
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Nicholas Wyllie has a message for gun 
owners.

“Please, for the love of God, listen to me,” he 
said. “I’m an expert in a subject I wouldn’t want 
my worst enemies to have experience in.”

The young father thought he was being “safe 
enough” with his guns. 

He wasn’t.
Flanked by Bucks County offi-

cials and police chiefs on Thurs-
day, the grieving 27-year-old 
father freely admitted as much 
during a news conference at the 
county Administration Building in 
Doylestown.

Wyllie had been sprung from 
county prison for the afternoon to promote a 
new countywide gun lock initiative named for 
his late son, Benjamin Austin Smith.

Benjamin, 2, died Sept. 12 when he picked up 
a loaded, unlocked .45-caliber handgun in his 
father’s Milford home and shot himself in the 
chest.

The incident was one of at least 72 nation-
wide reported since January 2016 in which tod-
dlers shot and wounded or killed themselves or 
someone else, according to the Children’s Fire-
arm Safety Alliance.

With support from a number of county agen-
cies, “Ben’s Campaign — Lock it Up” aims to 
put free cable-style gun locks in the homes of 
each and every gun owner in Bucks County 
who needs one, said District Attorney Matthew 
Weintraub.

The locks, along with gun safety information 
geared toward children, are to be made avail-
able at the Bucks County Sheriff ’s Office and 

By kyle Bagenstose
staff writer

For more than 125 years, 
instinct has compelled two 
creatures to return to the Del-
aware River near New Hope 
each spring.

First come schools of bony, 
B-list fish called shad, swim-
ming up from the Atlantic 
Ocean on their way to spawn-
ing grounds in the upper 
Delaware. Then, slipping into 
the water from the banks of 
Lambertville, come members 
of the Meserve family, nets 
raised and ready to entrap the 

slippery, silvery fish.
“My family’s been consis-

tently doing it since 1888,” 
said Steve Meserve, fourth-
generation shad fisherman 
and captain of Lambertville’s 
Lewis Fishery.

For about 40 nights each 
spring, Meserve and a crew 
of a dozen enter the water 
an hour or two before sunset, 
hauling nets up to 300 yards 
in length. They form a huge 
U-shape with the net and then 
tighten it, slowly scooping 

The big fight 
over a little fish
The shad may not be America’s most well-known 
fish, but it is one of its most controversial.

Calkins arChives
(file) Charlie Groth, Dan tuft and Ken Bacorn pull in a fishing net 
while attempting to catch shad in the Delaware river during the 

annual shad festival in Lambertville, New Jersey, in 2012. 

See Shad, Page a2
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Father: 
Can’t be 
too safe 
with guns

art gentile / PhOtOJOurNaList
Bucks County District attorney Matthew 

weintraub (left) stands next to Nicholas wyllie 
as he speaks to reporters thursday about the 

need for gun locks. wyllie’s son, Benjamin, 
pictured behind him, shot himself with a loaded 

gun that wyllie had not secured with a lock.

The county initiative, named after a 
boy who shot himself accidentally, 
wants to provide locks to gun owners 
at no charge. 

See LockS, Page a2
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36th shad fest kicks off saturday Community, B1

P.J. hardin, of Cape May Court house, New Jersey, blasts 
through a couple of tackling dummies in the NfL experience 
course thursday in front of the Philadelphia Museum of art. 

Fans enjoy festivities at NFL draft in Philadelphia

Watch football 
fans party on the 

parkway.

photos By riCk kintzel / PhOtOJOurNaList
thousands fill in to and try to get a perfect spot before the 2017 NfL Draft on 

thursday in front of the Philadelphia Museum of art.

See draft, Page a6

Hear Nick Wyllie’s 
story about the 
dangers of guns

Football frenzy

Meet the 
newest eagle

derek Barnett,  
6-3, 259, tennessee
Notable: set a school 
record with 33 career 
sacks.

Sum-it-up-in-a-sen-
tence scouting report: 
Makes up for lack of burst 
off the edge with strong 
and fast hands, plus good 
power for his size.

associated Press

sesame place 
opens season
Community, B1

More inside
 ■ Photos from draft day, a6
 ■ Kracz: is Barnett the next reggie white? C1
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the fish to the banks, each 
moment tantalizing.

“It’s in that last couple 
of seconds, that’s when 
you find out what you get,” 
Meserve said.

In addition to their 
annual spring pilgrimage, 
shad and the fishermen who 
catch them have something 
else in common: dwindling 
numbers.

In the 18th, 19th and 
early 20th centuries, shad 
were abundant in the Atlan-
tic and in streams up and 
down the East Coast. They 
were popular to catch and 
eat, and Meserve said the 
Delaware River was home 
to abundant fisheries, which 
employed factory workers in 
their off hours to catch and 
pack the fish into freight 
trains, bound for dinner 
tables in Philadelphia and 
New York.

But the industrial revo-
lution clogged rivers with 
pollution, notably creating 
a “zero oxygen” zone in the 
Delaware near Philadelphia. 
Shad couldn’t survive the 
journey upstream and their 
numbers plummeted from 
millions in the early 1900s 
to zero in the 1950s.

The fisheries disappeared 
with them, save for one.

“My great-grandfather 
was adamant that there 
should be somebody on 
the river, watching out for 
the fish,” Meserve said. “If 
everyone left, there’d be no 
one speaking for them.”

The Lewis Fishery crew 
kept going out each year 
and returning with empty 
nets. But it allowed them to 
maintain their license with 
the state, and in 1963 came 
a glimmer of hope in the 
water — or actually, hun-
dreds of glimmers.

“We caught 440 fish,” 
Merserve said. “No one can 
really explain that number.”

More good news came 
in the 1970s, when the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency was created and the 
nation took its first seri-
ous crack at environmental 
regulations.

“We started really see-
ing the comeback in the 
‘70s once we started getting 
things like the Clean Water 
Act and other environmen-
tal laws passed,” Meserve 
said.

The shad industry never 
returned to what it once 
was. Annual haul numbers 
are down 90 percent from its 
heyday in the 19th century.

Meserve, whose main 
job is as a computer pro-
grammer for an insurance 
company, sells just a few 
hundred fish a year for a 
couple bucks each. The 
American palate has moved 
on, and restaurants don’t 
pay for the bony fish, save 
for a few local spots during 
Shad Fest in New Hope and 
Lambertville each year.

Meserve says shad are 
still important members of 
the ecosystem. As forage 

fish, they occupy the middle 
of the food chain, eating 
small aquatic critters and 
then being eaten them-
selves by bigger fish such 
as striped bass and cod. 
Then, those fish are eaten by 
humans.

But there’s trouble brew-
ing. Once again, something 
is hurting the shad.

“From where I’m sitting, 
I know there’s a problem,” 
Meserve said.

Shad numbers have been 
declining in recent years, 
Merserve said. Worse off is 
river herring, another for-
age fish that populates the 
Delaware.

“We used to be getting 
them in the hundreds, if not 
the thousands,” Meserve 
said. “The last 15 years, I 
don’t think I’ve had 20.”

Meserve isn’t the only 
one who’s taken notice. 
Shad and similar forage fish 
are at the center of a conser-
vation debate among mid-
Atlantic states and has even 
resulted in a federal lawsuit.

At the heart of the dis-
cussion is the federal Mag-
nuson-Stevens Act of 1976, 
which extended the coun-
try’s jurisdictional waters 
to 200 nautical miles from 
shore and put in protections 
to prevent overfishing. The 
act created eight regional 
management councils to 
bring together states and 
stakeholders to form plans 
to conserve fish populations.

Pennsylvania is part 
of the Mid-Atlantic Fish-
ery Management Council, 
where representatives from 

seven states join with private 
experts and stakeholders to 
form a 21-member voting 
body. That body decides 
which recommendations 
to make to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, which sets 
the regulations.

But shad isn’t on the 
council’s list.

“Traditionally, shad and 
river herring were caught 
mostly in state waters,” said 
Joseph Gordon, northeast 
manager for U.S. oceans 
with the nonprofit Pew 
Charitable Trusts.

So, Gordon said, states 
historically protected shad 
populations by limiting 
recreational and commer-
cial fishing within their 
borders. But Gordon said 
modern, large-scale fishing 
ships in the Atlantic Ocean 
have been accidentally 
catching shad while trying 
to net more lucrative fish, 
which is called “bycatch.”

“It’s become more appar-
ent that the problem needs 
to be addressed offshore as 
well,” Gordon said.

In recent years, Pew and 
other conservation groups 
have been petitioning the 
mid-Atlantic council to add 
shad and other forage fish 
to its management plans, 
which would trigger fed-
eral resources and mandate 
action plans.

“They would have to 
have a real plan and goal (to 
bolster shad),” Gordon said. 
“They would have to set a 
science-based catch limit 
and conservation measures 

with real targets.”
The council voted 

against such a move in 
2014. It was subsequently 
sued and required by a fed-
eral judge to re-evaluate the 
decision and provide more 
information. The council 
did so, but last fall still 
voted by a more than 2-1 
margin against adding shad 
to its management plan.

Mike Luisi, Maryland’s 
representative and chair-
man of the council, said he 
doesn’t believe adding shad 
and other forage fish is the 
solution conservationists 
think it is.

Luisi acknowledged 
“federal water is a factor 
at play,” but said adding 
shad to federal protections 
requires an “enormous 
amount of effort to conduct 
stock assessment” and other 
annual studies.

He said the council 
carefully considered its 
options, and did put in 
place “catch caps” for shad 
and similar fish in 2014. 
That move placed observ-
ers on some fishing boats to 
track how much shad com-
mercial companies haul up. 
If a company hits the cap, 
they’re done for the year, he 
explained.

Luisi said the caps set 
were conservative and have 
not been hit. He also points 
to other solutions as less 
burdensome: the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, a group of 15 
Atlantic states bound by an 
interstate compact, already 
has acted significantly to 
protect shad, he said.

In addition to imple-
menting no-catch policies, 
states also are looking at 
ways to remove dams or 
build passageways for fish 
to swim around them and 
reach up-river spawning 
areas. Luisi said the council 
will monitor those efforts 
and shad populations, 
but believes the pieces 
are already in place for an 
improvement.

“We need to continue 
our efforts, but I think what 
we have right now is suffi-
cient,” Luisi said.

Gordon isn’t biting. 
He said states already 
are spending millions to 
improve shad populations 
and that federal ocean pro-
tections are the missing 
link.

“This is a moment when 
managers need to take deci-
sive action,” Gordon said. 
“There’s no strong evidence 
(that shad) are recovering.”

Meserve said he’s not 
sure what’s hurting the 
shad’s numbers. Pollu-
tion was easy to figure out. 
Asked about the compli-
cated, politicized waters of 
today, he seemed reluctant 
to wade in.

But one thing’s for 
sure: Like his grandfather, 
Merserve will be watching 
out for the shad, and hopes 
others will, too.

“I think people have 
got to become educated a 
little bit to what’s going on,” 
Meserve said.
Kyle Bagenstose: 215-949-4211; 
email: kbagenstose@calkins.com; 
Twitter: @KyleBagenstose

Shad
Continued from Page A1
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(File) Sue Meserve shows shad to spectators that came 

out to watch the Lewis Fishery in action during the annual 
Shad Festival in Lambertville, New Jersey, in 2012.  
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local police departments. 
Weintraub said the county 
already has 1,500 locks 
with more on the way.

Cable-style locks are 
inexpensive to purchase 
and easily can be applied 
to unloaded weapons, dis-
abling them in seconds. 
A sheriff ’s deputy and a 
county detective demon-
strated during the event 
how to use cable-style 
locks to disable an assault 
rifle, a semi-automatic 
handgun and a revolver.

If only he had spent 
a few dollars on such a 
device, Wyllie said, Benja-
min would be alive.

“I lost my son to his 
curiosity and my neglect. 
I watched my little boy’s 
life leave his body as I tried 

frantically to bring him 
back,” he said.

As a longtime gun 
owner who served in the 
infantry in the Army, Wyl-
lie said he thought himself 
invulnerable to a tragedy 
like the one that claimed 
his son — a mistake he 
says too many gun owners 
make.

“What you think 
being safe is may not be 
safe enough,” he said. “I 
thought I was being safe 
enough.”

After Wyllie’s remarks, 
deputies escorted him 
away. He is serving one 
day less than one year to 
one day less than two years 
in the Bucks County Cor-
rectional Facility after he 
pleaded guilty early this 
month to involuntary 
manslaughter.
James O’Malley: 215-510-9372 
email: jomalley@calkins.com 
Twitter: @omalley_intell

locks
Continued from Page A1
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Daniel Boyle (left) of the Bucks County Sheriff’s 

Office, and Bucks County Detective Eric 
Landamia demonstrate the ease of putting a 

lock on a gun to make it safe Thursday.

PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day: 6-5, Wild: 3
Pick 2 Evening: 3-2, Wild: 1
Pick 3 Day: 6-5-2, Wild: 3
Pick 3 Evening: 8-6-6, Wild: 1
Pick 4 Day: 7-6-9-8, Wild: 3
Pick 4 Evening: 5-4-8-2, 
Wild: 1
Pick 5 Day: 3-7-9-5-4, Wild: 3
Pick 5 Evening: 5-1-0-9-5, 
Wild: 1
Treasure hunt: 2-13-15-19-23
Cash 5: 1-4-16-17-20
Match 6 Lotto: 
2-7-14-17-28-46

NEW JERSEY
Pick 3: 9-0-8, Fireball: 3
Pick 4: 3-6-9-2, Fireball: 3
Cash 5: 2-14-18-19-42, 
Xtra: 2
Pick 6: 6-8-9-16-24-27, 
Xtra: 5
Midday Pick 3: 9-1-4, 
Fireball: 1
Midday Pick 4: 7-8-0-7, 
Fireball: 1
5 Card Cash:

MULTI-STATE LOTTERIES
Thurs., 4-27-17
Cash4Life:  
2-20-27-29-53  4

Wed., 4-26-17
Powerball:  
1-15-18-26-51 26

Tues., 4-25-17
Mega Millions:  
3-13-33-40-50  2 
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Carroll’s Jewelers
     Doylestown Shopping Center 

215-345-6277
 www.thefriendlyjeweler.com
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