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What do they want? 
“Evidence-based science.”

When do they want it? 
“After peer review.”

Tens of thousands sci-
ence supporters gathered 
in Washington, D.C., on 
Saturday to deliver cheeky 
chants like that one during 
the first ever March for Sci-
ence. Organized by a diverse 
committee of researchers 
and science advocates, the 
march’s stated mission was 
to “unite a diverse, non-
partisan group to call for 
science that upholds the 
common good and for politi-
cal leaders and policy mak-
ers to enact evidence-based 
policies.”

Despite the organiza-
tion’s official nonpartisan 
distance, many who spoke 
and attended said they 
feel science is under attack 
under the new administra-
tion of President Donald 
Trump; from proposed 
budget cuts to the National 
Institutes of Health and 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, to a questioning of 
the scientific process itself.

“I think climate change 
is the big issue that’s con-
cerning, and that the cur-
rent administration seems 
to completely disavow,” said 
Chip Delmar, a Moorestown 
aerospace engineer, who 
was sporting a university of 
Pennsylvania hat during the 
march.

Nearby, Roland Dun-
brack, a biochemist at the 
Fox Chase Cancer Center 
in Northeast Philadelphia, 
and Sam Wallace, a Phila-
delphia resident and geog-
rapher, were also marching. 
Both said they would be 
directly affected by budget 
proposals put forth by the 
administration.

“I get grants from the 
(National Institutes of 
Health) and Trump’s bud-
get will kill us,’’ Dunbrack 
said. “If that’s what he 
thinks about us it’s really 

frightening.”
Wallace volunteers for 

MANNA, a Philadelphia-
based nonprofit that pro-
vides nutritious meals to 
seriously ill people in the 
Delaware Valley. He says 
studies have shown good 
nutrition can save as much 
as $14,000 a year in medi-
cal costs for those fighting 
illnesses such as cancer and 
HIV.

“(MANNA’s) state grant 
is actually funded by a large 
federal block grant to the 
state,” Wallace said. “And 
that is actually slated to be 
zeroed out.”

Dunbrack and Wallace 
joined an estimated 40,000 
people in gathering near 
the Washington Monument 
by mid-day Saturday. For 
hours, attendees braved 
steady rain to hear from 
speakers such as “science 
guy” Bill Nye and listen to 
musical performances from 
artists including Ahmir 
Thompson, also known as 
Questlove, drummer of the 
Philadelphia-based hip hop 
group The Roots.

Christiana Figueres, a 
Costa Rican diplomat and 
United Nations official 
widely credited with orga-
nizing the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment on climate change, 
delivered a final speech 
before the 2 p.m. march.

“We actually are at one 
of the most daunting cross-
roads in the evolution of 
human history,” Figueres 
said. “We must decide, are 
we going to ignore science, 
or are we going to rise to 
the call of history and forge 
a new life-on-Earth para-
digm... where nature and 
humanity support each 
other?”

After her speech, tens of 
thousands streamed off the 
grounds near the Washing-
ton Monument and made a 
slow, mile-long march down 
the National Mall before 
dispersing at the Capitol. 
Some carried signs such 
as “There is no Planet B,” 

“Make the great barrier reef 
great again,” and “Mine 
data, not coal.” Many wore 
white lab coats, while others 
dressed as dinosaurs or The 
Muppets’ Beaker character.

Prior to the march, about 
a dozen tents sheltered 
attendees as they listened 
to a variety of experts hold 
teach-ins on subjects such as 
sustainable energy solutions, 
citizen science projects, and 
government whistleblowing.

“They are our modern 
heroes,” said Dana Gold, of 
the Government Account-
ability Project, a nonprofit 
that provides consulta-
tion and legal services to 
whistleblowers.

She added that many 
people mistakenly think 

whistleblowing is illegal.
“It is not, it’s actually 

protected under the law,” 
Figueres said.

As long as the informa-
tion is not classified, Gold 
said federal laws protect 
government employees from 
any retribution for reveal-
ing censorship practices or 
information that benefits 
the public interest.

While tens of thousands 
were estimated to have 
attended the main March 
for Science in the nation’s 
capital, more than 500 satel-
lite events were scheduled 
around the world, including 
locally in Doylestown, Phil-
adelphia and Trenton.

Shaughnessy Naugh-
ton, a chemist and former 

candidate for Bucks’ 8th 
Congressional District, was 
one of the slated speakers at 
the Philadelphia March for 
Science. In 2016, Naughton 
founded a nonprofit politi-
cal action committee, 314 
Action, which supports 
science professionals with 
political ambitions. Reached 
by telephone shortly before 
her scheduled speaking time 
Saturday, Naughton said 
her organization has seen a 
groundswell of support.

“The Trump adminis-
tration really has acted as a 
catalyst for people to step up 
and get involved,” Naugh-
ton said, adding that about 
5,000 scientists have reached 
out to the nonprofit and 400 
recently attended an online 

seminar about running for 
office. “We’re really excited 
about the response we’re 
getting.”

Naughton said that in 
order to promote science in 
policy making, she believes 
more scientists need to run 
for office, and more voters 
need to pressure their politi-
cal representatives.

“We’ve not going to have 
a Congress of 435 scientists, 
but I think having more rep-
resentation and demanding 
elected officials to base pol-
icy on sound science (will 
amplify) the scientific com-
munity,” Naughton said.
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