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Hundreds of current and for-
mer Bucks and Montgomery 
residents are party to a mass tort 
lawsuit for personal injury claims 
against six manufacturers of fire-
fighting foams.

The foams are believed to 
have been used for decades at 
military bases in the area, and 
also are believed to be the source 
of regional drinking water 

contamination by unregulated 
chemicals PFOS and PFOA, 
which are ingredients of the foams.

A writ of summons was filed 
Feb. 22 in Montgomery County 
court by Norristown law firm 
Creedon & Feliciani and others, 
on behalf of 461 current and for-
mer residents and individuals who 
worked or served on a trio of mili-
tary bases in the area. Other firms 
involved in the suit are Weitz & 
Luxenberg and Napoli Shkolnik, 
both of New York City, and Anapol 

Weiss of Philadelphia.
The writ is intended to notify 

the foam manufacturers of a suit; 
however, it does not include facts 
or allegations and a complaint 
has not yet been filed, Creedon & 
Feliciani attorney Joe Feliciani 
explained Thursday.

The manufacturers named as 
defendants are The 3M Co., Tyco 
Fire Products, Angus Fire, Buckeye 

Fire Protection Com-
pany, Chemguard and 
National Foam.

On Wednesday, 
Creedon & Feliciani 
stated in a post on its 
Facebook page that 
the plaintiffs are seeking monetary 
damages “as a result of their suf-
fering from injuries/diseases they 
believe are caused by ingestion, 
etc. of water polluted with the 
chemicals PFOA and PFOS.”

The mass tort personal injury 
suit is separate from several class 
action lawsuits related to the con-
tamination that have been filed by 
some of the same firms against the 
military and foam manufacturers.

Four of the class 
action suits make 
similar claims against 
the foam manufactur-
ers: that their product 
was defective; that the 
companies had “known 

or should have known” the dangers 
of selling it; and that the companies 
failed to recall or warn users after its 
toxicity was established.

However, the class action suits 
make no reference to seeking awards 
for personal injuries. Instead, they 
focus on winning a blood-testing 
program and health study, medical 
monitoring, a private well testing 

by kyle bagensTose
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With just more than a week 
until opening night at the Phil-
adelphia Flower Show, a flurry 
of activity was taking place 
at the Pennsylvania Conven-
tion Center Thursday by crews 
working to transform the mas-
sive hall into a colorful won-
derland of flowers and displays.

A few trees were idled on 
the sidelines, their roots balled 
up, waiting as construction 
vehicles scurried about to build 

the displays that will become 
their temporary homes. But 
one structure was already well 
underway: the skeleton of a 
giant Ecodome, more than 
30-feet tall and 70-feet across, 
towering over the rest of the 
hall.

When complete, the dome 
will be a living, breathing dis-
play of the latest in sustainable 
design from the Netherlands, 
a country steeped in rich 
horticulture tradition that is 

doubling as this year’s 
flower show theme.

“(The dome) is basi-
cally the Netherlands’ 
scalable hub to promote 
sustainability, cutting — 
edge green design, and 
the innovation of the 
Netherlands,” said Seth 
Pearsoll, creative design 
director for the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society, 
which organizes the flower 
show. “A lot people are used 
to sustainability being kind of 
academic, maybe not accessi-
ble. The Ecodome really show-
cases how it’s aesthetic as well 
as good for the environment.”

The Ecodome’s presence at 

the flower show marks 
its first trip outside the 
Netherlands, according 
to the country’s U.S.-
facing website. It was 
designed by Nico Wiss-
ing, a landscape architect 
from the Netherlands, 
and built for the Dutch 
Ministry of Economic 
Affairs. According to the 
Dutch website, the min-

istry used the dome as “a place 
where European Union minis-
ters and agriculture counselors 
could discuss the future of the 
Common Agricultural Policy” 
in an inspiring setting.

Hundreds file suit over PFC contamination
The lawsuit was filed Feb. 22 in Norristown on behalf 
of 461 current and former residents and individuals 
who worked or served on a trio of local military bases.

Joseph Rafferty was credited 
for 34 days he spent at a 
rehabilitation facility in  
Florida after the incident.

Construction of the skeleton of the massive 
structure was underway Thursday at the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center.

See PFC, Page A2
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A former Bucks 
County deputy sheriff 
will spend at least six 
days in Bucks County 
prison after plead-
ing guilty Thursday 
to driving under the 
influence of alcohol.

President Judge 
Jeffrey L. Finley sen-
tenced Joseph Rafferty, 45, of Furlong, 
to 40 days to six months at the Bucks 
County prison and credited Rafferty for 
the 34 days he spent at a rehabilitation 
facility in Florida after the incident.

“I like to reward persons who seek treat-
ment on their own,” Finley said before 
handing down the sentence. “But we need 
to send a message to the public that the law 
enforcement community is not better. They 
are held to a higher standard.”

Rafferty has also been ordered to pay 
a $1,000 fine, perform 100 hours of com-
munity service and pay $178.66 to Bucks 
County for repairs to the unmarked 
Bucks County sheriff ’s vehicle he was 
driving at the time of the police encoun-
ter in August.

“The sentencing was very appropriate 
based on the facts of the case,” said First 
Assistant District Attorney Gregg Shore. 
“These were difficult circumstances, and 
the judge saw the case in its entirety. We 
are held to a higher standard.”

Newtown Township police officers 
came upon Rafferty the morning of 
Aug. 19 after responding to a 911 call 
that reported a car driving erratically on 
Stoopville Road. Officer Patrick Hardy 
was first on the scene, where he found Raf-
ferty next to a disabled Chevrolet Impala.

According to court records, Rafferty 
was seen on the ground near the front 
passenger side wheel and was “stumbling 
and swaying” when he walked toward the 
officer’s vehicle. Rafferty told police he 

ecodome rises at Philadelphia flower show Former Bucks 
deputy sheriff 
gets jail time

Innovation blooms
rIch kennedy / PhOTOjOurnALisT

One of the main exhibits at the 2017 Philadelphia flower show, the Ecodome, begins to take shape as workers 
assemble the steel skeleton at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia on Thursday.

See ECodomE, Page A2 See RAFFERty, Page A2
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See how crews 
work to put  
together the 

unique Ecodome 
ahead of the 
flower show
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PhoTos by rIck kInTzel / PhOTOjOurnALisT
hundreds of people attended the unite 
Against hate candlelight vigil Thursday 

night at state and Main streets in 
Doylestown Borough. The vigil was 

sponsored by the One Bucks coalition, 
rise up Doylestown, showing up for 
racial justice Delaware Valley and 
the Bucks County Peace Center in 
response to the distribution of fliers 
promoting the Ku Klux Klan in the 

borough and elsewhere in Bucks County 
and the recent spate of threats against 

jewish community centers and the 
desecration of jewish cemeteries. Above, 

Alexandria Zebro, 4, of Doylestown, 
holds a candle with her mother.
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PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day:  0-5 Wild: 8
Pick 2 Evening: 0-7 Wild: 1
Pick 3 Day: 7-4-6 Wild: 8
Pick 3 Evening: 9-1-5 Wild: 1 
Pick 4 Day: 3-9-0-2 Wild: 8
Pick 4 Evening: 2-8-9-4 Wild: 1
Pick 5 Day: 6-4-0-4-4 Wild: 8
Pick 5 Evening: 0-4-5-3-4  
Wild: 1
Cash 5: 4-13-18-24-30
Match 6: 3-6-12-15-31-44
Treasure Hunt: 1-2-3-9-29

LOTTERIES Wed., 3-2-17 ONLINE POLLS

@TheIntellNews | facebook.com/TheIntell
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Do you like the new MLB rule instituting 

pitchless intentional walks?
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Dr. Seuss title?

DC 40% 60%

TODAY
40°
20°

Rain and snow 
in the morning
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NEW JERSEY
Pick 3 (Fireball): 9-5-9 3
Pick 4 (Fireball): 2-7-3-1 3
Cash 5: 11-15-21-22-35 
Xtra: 3
Pick 6: 8-13-14-22-25-
41 Xtra: 5
Midday Pick 3(Fireball): 
2-7-7 8
Midday Pick 4 (Fireball): 
5-6-4-9 8
5 Card Cash:

MULTI-STATE LOTTERIES
Mon., 2-27-17
Cash4Life:  
3-7-11-30-42 3

Tue., 2-28-17
Mega Millions: 
20-33-45-58-69 4

Wed., 3-1-17
Powerball: 
10-16-40-52-55 17

program, and for financial 
hardships such as cleaning 
up individual properties or 
water supplies.

Last month the plain-
tiffs in the class action suits 
asked the court to allow 
them to combine into a 
single case, and the firms 
involved are currently pre-
paring a combined com-
plaint, Feliciani said.

The order filed by the 
plaintiffs names only The 
3M Company, Tyco Fire 
Products, Buckeye Fire 
Protection Company, Chem-
guard and National Foam, 
and states that the parties 
are trying to determine if 
Angus Fire is a “proper 
defendant” in the case.

New York City law 
firm Weitz & Luxenberg 
is interim class counsel, 
meaning they will serve 
as a representative of the 
plaintiffs and firms from 
each of the individual cases 
until the court makes a 
decision about the class 
action status of the com-
bined case.
Kyle Bagenstose: 215-949-4211; 
email: kbagenstose@calkins.com; 

Twitter: @KyleBagenstose

Jenny Wagner: 215-949-5718; 
email jwagner@calkins.com; 
Twitter: @ATJWagner
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Unwell Water 
history
Since 2014, 22 public 
drinking water wells and 
more than 200 private 
wells in Bucks and Mont-
gomery counties have 
been shut down due to 
contamination by unregu-
lated chemicals perfluo-
rooctane sulfonate (PFOS) 
and perfluorooctanoic 
acid (PFOA), affecting the 
drinking water of more 
than 100,000 people.
The bulk of the contamina-
tion is occurring near a 
trio of former and current 
military bases in Horsham, 
Warminster and War-
rington, and is suspected 
to have originated in 
firefighting foams used on 
those bases as far back 
as the early 1970s. Con-
tamination from unknown 
sources has closed wells 
in Doylestown, Chalfont, 
East Rockhill and other 
communities.
This news organization 
has been investigating and 
writing extensively on the 
topic, telling the stories of 
local people who believe 
they’ve been sickened by 
the chemicals, speaking 
with health experts on po-
tential effects of exposure, 
and examining actions 
taken by local, state and 
federal agencies.

Workers assemble the Ecodome’s steel skeleton. 

phoTos by rich Kennedy / PHOTOJOuRNALIST
The top of the dome comes close to the 40-foot high convention center roof.

Among the dome’s fea-
tures: fruit trees, “living” 
plant walls, an insect hotel, 
and floral displays. Moss on 
the dome’s outer paneling 
helps remove pollution from 
the air and can filter out 
70 percent of certain-size 
particulates. Red and blue 
LED lights also generate the 
“optimum growing light” 
for crops while delivering a 
200-fold energy efficiency 
improvement over tradi-
tional growth lights, accord-
ing to the Dutch website.

Visitors will be free to 
walk in and around the 
dome, meeting with some of 
the designers, Pearsoll said.

“Inside there’s a handful 
of Dutch partners showcas-
ing sustainability,” Pearsoll 
said, adding there will also 
be visual screen displays, 
cress testing, and specially-
bred fragrant roses. “You’re 
going to get a really cool 
touch of Dutch sustain-
ability; it’s going to be 
beautiful.”

Getting the Ecodome to 
Center City Philadelphia 
wasn’t easy, Pearsoll said. 
The show’s planners first 
dreamed up the idea while 
visiting the Netherlands in 
May to connect with design-
ers in the country, and had 
to handle all the paperwork 
and logistics of shipping 
the giant structure. Broken 
down into more than 100 
heavy pieces, filling three 
shipping containers, the 
dome spent several weeks on 
the Atlantic before arriving 
in New Jersey last week.

“We’ve been working 
around the clock to get 
this thing setup.... It’s been 
really fun to watch it come 
together,” Pearsoll said.

The crews have until the 
night of March 10 to ready 
the Ecodome and the rest 
of the show for a members-
only opening. The flower 
show will open to the gen-
eral public March 11, and 
run through March 19.

While the Ecodome is 
one of the more avant-garde 
attractions, Pearsoll says the 
show will be a mix of the 
old and the new, in keeping 
with Netherlands’ approach 

to horticulture.
“Holland is a really inter-

esting place that sits at the 
intersection of some really 
traditional design methods 
... but they’re also really at 
the cutting edge of garden 
design (and) sustainability,” 
Pearsoll said. “At this show 

you’re going to get a mix of 
the old and the new. You’re 
going to get some things 
that you would expect; 
you’re also going to see some 
things that you’ve never 
seen before.”

And after the show? 
Pearsoll said the Ecodome 

is coming down only to 
be packed up again and 
shipped to Indonesia, where 
another culture can get a 
firsthand look at the some 
of the best sustainable ideas 
Netherlands has to offer.
Kyle Bagenstose: 215-949-4211;  
email: kbagenstose@calkins.com;  
Twitter: @KyleBagenstose

ecodome
Continued from Page A1

had just dropped off three 
of his four children at his 
wife’s home in Yardley. 
Finley confirmed Thursday 
afternoon that Rafferty had 
been drinking earlier while 
driving with the children, 
ages 7, 11 and 13.

Newtown Township 
Officer Shane VanDer-
Mark, Sgt. Stephen J. 
Meyers and Cpl. Shawn 
Pirog eventually joined the 
scene, according to the affi-
davit. The four said Raf-
ferty “slurred and delayed” 
his speech, and his eyes 
were “glassy and glazed 
over,” court records note. 
Lastly, police said they 
found a half-full bottle of 
Skyy pineapple vodka on 
the floor of the county-
owned vehicle used by Raf-
ferty and a plastic bottle 
containing a clear liquid in 
the cup holder.

Yet a report completed 
by Hardy and approved 
by Meyers categorized the 
incident as a “driver assist/
disabled vehicle” and made 
no mention of alcohol. The 
Aug. 13 report says Raf-
ferty was given a ride home 
and the car was towed to a 
secure garage.

In September, the alleged 
presence of alcohol during 
the incident was revealed by 
a revised timeline provided 
to this news organization by 
Newtown Township Police 

Chief Henry Pasqualini. 
After further investigating 
what happened, Pasqualini 
and Bucks County Dis-
trict Attorney Matthew 
Weintraub announced 
that charges would be filed 
against Rafferty.

The four Newtown 
Township officers — Hardy, 
Meyers, VanDerMark and 
Pirog — received disciplin-
ary action for how they 
handled and reported the 
incident, Pasqualini con-
firmed. The chief, however, 
declined to specify the level 
of discipline, noting none 
of the officers were fired. 
Last month, Hardy was 
promoted to corporal.

Rafferty told Finley 
Thursday that he checked 
himself into rehab imme-
diately after the encounter, 
spending 34 days at Trans-
formations Treatment 
Center in Delray Beach, 
Florida. His defense attor-
ney, Louis Busico, said 
after the hearing that Raf-
ferty paid for the treatment 
out of his own pocket.

“Mr. Rafferty under-
stands and accepts the 
judge’s sentence,” said 
Busico. “He acted like a 
responsible man today and 
admitted to his conduct 
and saved his children 
the tragedy and trauma of 
coming into court. He has 
taken tremendous steps to 
rehabilitate himself and 
move forward.”
James Boyle: 215-345-3066;  
email: jjboyle@calkins.com;  
Twitter: @jamesboylejr

rafferty
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Make it Make it 
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All Homemade by our Chef

AWARD WINNING FOOD
Potato and Crab Gratin

Black Bean Corn and Avocado Tostada
Shrimp and Crab Egg Rolls

Grilled Delmonico Steak w/Shittake Bacon Butter
Flatbreads and Specialty Tacos
Yuengling Battered Fish & Chips

Quesadillas • 100% Angus Burgers
Crab Mac & Cheese • BBQ Ribs

NEW BRITAIN INN
Rt. 202, New Britain • 215-348.1968
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• Old & Historic Windows Restored  
• Screens Custom Made / Repaired
• Sash Cord / Balances Replaced
• Screen Porches Re-screened
• Broken Glass Replaced
• Re-glazing PA HIC: 4473

Mobile LLC

WINDOW & SCREEN
Restoration & Repair

215-340-9770  •  www.clearfixmobile.com
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