
TheInTell.com @TheInTellnews facebook.com/TheInTell$1.50 frIday-saTurday, march 17-18, 2017

Index
Advice ..........D3
Auto .............D6
Classified .....D7
Comics .........D5
Community .. B1

Editorial ..... A10
Lotteries ....... A2
Money .......... A9
Obituaries .B5-6
Puzzles ......D12
TV  ...............D4

souderton girls hoops reaches
state quarterfinals  sports, c1

by andrew Taylor
AssOCiATED PrEss 

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s new 
$1.15 trillion budget would 
reshape America’s govern-
ment with the broad, conserva-
tive strokes he promised as a 
candidate, ordering generous 
increases for the military, slash-
ing domestic programs and 
riling both fellow Republicans 
and Democrats by going after 
favored programs.

The president’s initial 
budget proposal, submitted to 
Congress on Thursday, would 
boost defense spending by $54 
billion, the largest increase 
since Ronald Reagan’s mili-
tary buildup of the 1980s. That 
means deep cuts elsewhere 

Trump’s first budget frustrates GOP, Dems
The president’s  
$1.15 trillion budget 
increases defense 
spending by $54 billion. by kyle bagensTose

sTAff wriTEr

In 1990, digital cameras came 
to the United States, smoking was 
banned on cross-country flights, the 
state’s first Wal-Mart opened in York, 
and the federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s budget was about 
$5.5 billion.

If a 2018 federal budget proposal 
released Thursday by President Don-
ald Trump comes to fruition, one of 
those events will repeat: the proposal 
sets a budget of $5.7 billion for the 
EPA. This would mean a 31 percent 
reduction from 2017 funding levels 
— the biggest proposed cut for any 
government agency.

Larry Schweiger, president of 
Philadelphia-based environmental 
nonprofit PennFuture, said that’s 
exactly what environmentalists have 
feared since the confirmation of 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. As 

Dramatic cuts coming 
to EPA funding

 andrew harnIk / AssOCiATED PrEss
President Donald Trump and irish Prime Minister  

Enda Kenny hold up a bowl of irish shamrocks during 
a st. Patrick’s Day reception at the white House on Thursday.

by James mcgInnIs
sTAff wriTEr

Once again, a late-winter snowstorm has had a chill-
ing effect on the Philadelphia Flower Show, lowering 
attendance and threatening the environmental pro-
grams that ticket sales support throughout the year.

With 7.1 inches of snow and ice recorded in Phila-
delphia on Tuesday, 
the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society 
reported a drop in 
anticipated atten-
dance to the show, 
which opened to the 
public March 11 and 
runs through Sunday.

In addition to the 
winter weather, SEP-
TA’s Regional Rail 
service experienced 
a system-wide power 
failure on Saturday, 
cancelling many 
trains into town on 
the opening day of 
the show. 

Flower show 
tickets benefit a city 
harvest program, 
growing fresh fruits 
and vegetables in 
the city’s poorer neighborhoods, as well as landscap-
ing projects around local schools, playgrounds and city 
libraries. Every year, the horticultural society sets a 
goal of raising about $1 million from the flower show 
in support of such programs.

Official numbers on flower show attendance could 
be released late Sunday, said Alan Jaffe, communica-
tions director for PHS.

Snowstorm 
has chilling 
effect on  
Flower Show 

chole elmer / PHOTOjOurnALisT
sculpted heads with flowers for hair are seen 
at the American institute of floral Designers 
setup at the Philadelphia flower show at the 

Pennsylvania Convention Center in Philadelphia.

Watch Bensalem 
police unveil a 

new DNA testing 
system

by Peg Quann
sTAff wriTEr

A “magic box” that the Bensalem 
police acquired recently will enable 
the department to solve some crimes 
within about 90 minutes, said Bucks 
County District Attorney 
Matthew Weintraub as 
he and Bensalem Pub-
lic Safety Director Fred 
Harran unveiled the new 
rapid-result DNA testing 
device Thursday.

The department 
attempted a similar pilot 
project back in 2013, 
but never got it off the 
ground because of a $1 
million cost to set up an on-site lab.

This time, a lab isn’t needed, drop-
ping the cost of the project to $150,000. 
The box, called IntegenX RapidHIT 
ID, allows police to rapidly analyze 
DNA collected from inside a potential 
suspect’s mouth to see if it matches 
DNA taken from crime scenes that 
Bensalem and 38 other police depart-
ments in the county are storing at the 
Bode Cellmark Forensics lab in Lor-
ton, Virginia.

“Bensalem police will be the first 
police department in the country to 

utilize this instrument in conjunction 
with its well-established local DNA 
database,” the department stated in 

announcing the acquisition.

Bensalem police first local department  
in US to use rapid testing

PhoTos by wIllIam Thomas caIn / fOr THE inTELLigEnCEr
Bensalem Detective glenn Vandergrift explains the DnA collection and testing process Thursday 

at township police headquarters while showing off the integenX rapidHiT iD instrument, 
which can generate lab-quality forensic DnA profiles in less than 90 minutes.

Bensalem Director of Public safety fred Harran, with Bucks County District 
Attorney Matthew weintraub, discusses the next phase of the township DnA 

testing program during a news conference in Bensalem on Thursday.

dna asaP
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If you go
Location: Pennsylvania  
Convention Center, 12th and 
Arch streets, Philadelphia
Hours
March 17, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
March 18, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.
March 19, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Admission
Discounted tickets can be 
bought online at www.theflow-
ershow.com.
Prices at the door:
$35 for adults; $22 for students 
ages 17-24 with a valid iD and 
proof of age; $17 for children 
ages 2-16; free admission for 
children under 2.

See BuDgEt, Page A2
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LOTTERIES  Thurs., 3/16/17

MULTI-STATE LOTTERIES

NEW JERSEY
Pick 3: 7-4-8   Fireball: 6
Pick 4: 4-5-0-2  Fireball: 6
Cash 5: 4-9-16-34-35 
Xtra: 3
Pick 6: 2-9-11-20-33-38 
Xtra: 2
Midday Pick 3: 7-5-0   
Fireball: 0
Midday Pick 4: 5-6-0-1  
Fireball: 0
5 Card Cash:

PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day:  4-4   Wild: 7
Pick 2 Evening: 6-7  Wild: 1
Pick 3 Day: 9-1-9  Wild: 7
Pick 3 Evening: 0-3-2  Wild: 1
Pick 4 Day: 9-3-0-7  Wild: 7
Pick 4 Evening: 4-5-7-7  Wild: 1
Pick 5 Day: 2-8-5-2-0   Wild:7
Pick 5 Evening:  9-3-3-5-2 
Wild: 1
Cash 5: 4-32-33-40-43
Match 6: 6-10-20-28-29-33
Treasure Hunt: 10-15-17-27-29

Thurs., 3-16-17
Cash4Life:  
13-14-36-48-57  2

Tue., 3-14-17
Mega Millions: 
16-23-28-33-59 13

Wed., 3-15-17
Powerball: 
16-30-41-48-53  16
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How far will Villanova go in the 
NCAA basketball tournament?

Will you wear green  
on St. Patrick’s Day?

Vote in our latest poll

64%  Final 4 or better
21%  Elite 8
3%  Round of 16
12%  Early round loss

attorney general of Okla-
homa, Pruitt previously 
sued the agency he now 
leads.

“Pruitt started out in 
Oklahoma with an environ-
mental enforcement division 
… and he wiped the entire 
program out,” Schweiger 
said. “We knew what he was 
going to do.”

Trump’s budget targeted 
specific EPA programs for 
dramatic cuts.

The agency’s Superfund 
program, which cleans up 
the nation’s worst toxic waste 
sites, would be cut from 
$1.09 billion to $762 million 
— a drop of 30 percent.

The budget proposal 
stated that it “reins in Super-
fund administrative costs 
and emphasizes efficiency 
efforts. The agency would 
prioritize the use of existing 
settlement funds to clean 
up hazardous waste sites 
and look for ways to remove 
some of the barriers that 
have delayed the program’s 
ability to return sites to the 
community.”

Former New Jersey Gov. 
Jim Florio, who led the 
creation of the Superfund 
program as a congressman 

in 1980, on Thursday ques-
tioned the proposal.

“How are you going to 
prioritize and cut funding 
at the same time?” Florio 
asked.

Florio said he believes the 
talk of “removing barriers” 
is a euphemism for loosen-
ing clean-up standards. He 
said such activities occurred 
during the administrations 
of presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George H.W. Bush.

“They tried to accelerate 
the process by changing the 
standards. The things that 
are objectively not clean, 
they would sign off on,” he 
said.

Trump’s proposed bud-
get also calls for cuts of $129 
million — or 24 percent — 
to the EPA’s enforcement 
office, $482 million — or 45 
percent — to its state grant 
program, and $233 million 
— or 48 percent — to its 
research and development 
program.

Completely removed 
would be any funding for 
the EPA’s longtime regional 
initiatives, such as cleanup 
efforts in the Chesapeake 
Bay and the Great Lakes. 
Also cut: the $100 mil-
lion that would support the 
Clean Power Plan, an ini-
tiative of former president 
Barack Obama that primar-
ily aims to reduce fossil fuel 

emissions in each state.
“The budget returns the 

responsibility for funding 
local environmental efforts 
and programs to state and 
local entities,” the budget 
document states.

However, in a letter 
addressed to Trump on 
Thursday, acting Pennsylva-
nia Department of Environ-
mental Protection secretary 
Patrick McDonnell wrote 
that a 30 percent funding 
cut would harm the state’s 
enforcement of environmen-
tal regulations.

“These budget cuts do 
not reduce any of the respon-
sibilities that DEP has to the 
people of Pennsylvania, but 
does decrease the resources 
available to fulfill those 
responsibilities,” McDon-
nell said.

McDonnell calculated 
such a funding cut would 
result in a 30 percent 
decrease in the state’s inspec-
tions of 8,500 public water 
systems and a decrease of 
850 inspections of sewage 
plants and other water dis-
charge sites. It also would 
harm the state’s efforts to 
control water and air pol-
lution, as well as its radon 
and environmental justice 
programs.

The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection referred comment 
to the governor’s office, 

which responded “The 
Federal spending proposal 
is not a final budget. ... As 
the process continues, the 
Governor’s office will work 
with New Jersey’s state 
and federal representatives 
in reaffirming the State’s 
priorities.”

Schweiger said that Pen-
nFuture plans to fight the 
proposed budget cuts by 
placing pressure on Congress 
as it works on crafting the 
budget throughout the year. 
On Thursday, the organi-
zation sent a text message 
blast to its members, urging 
them to specifically reach 
out to their senators to voice 
opposition.

Democratic Pennsylva-
nia Sen. Bob Casey issued a 
release calling the budget “a 
series of broken promises to 
the people of Pennsylvania,” 
but it did not reference any 
EPA-specific issues.

Republican Pennsylvania 
Sen. Pat Toomey released 
a statement Thursday that 
also made no reference to the 
proposed cuts at EPA.

“After years of overspend-
ing, I am encouraged that 
the President has proposed 
actual spending cuts and has 
committed to maintaining 
the overall cap on discretion-
ary spending. I look forward 
to carefully examining each 
of the proposed reductions 
in this budget proposal,” the 
statement read.

Freshman Congress-
man Brian Fitzpatrick, R-8, 
of Middletown, may play a 
key role in any opposition 
to EPA cuts among House 
Republicans. Fitzpatrick 
has aligned himself with 
environmentalists on several 
issues since taking office, 
and on Wednesday was one 
of 17 House Republicans 
who introduced a resolution 
acknowledging that human 
activity is connected to cli-
mate change and calling for 
an improvement in environ-
mental policy.

In a statement Thursday, 
Fitzpatrick said he is “very 
concerned about any pro-
posed cuts to places like the 
EPA and State Department.”

“We are requesting more 
information on the White 
House’s spending priori-
ties — and I will fight for my 
own — during the upcoming 
budget debate,” Fitzpatrick 
said.

Congressman Brendan 
Boyle, D-13, of Philadel-
phia, predicted the cuts will 
impact Superfund sites in 
southeastern Pennsylvania 
and said he was also troubled 
by cuts to climate change 
programs.

“The Trump budget 
also abandons the Obama 
Administration’s great prog-
ress tackling climate change 
by eliminating funding for 
climate programs, ceding 
our global leadership, and 
abandoning clean energy 
and energy efficiency fund-
ing commitments,” Boyle 
stated in a news release.

The offices of both 
Fitzpatrick and Boyle said 
they’d use the budget pro-
cess to fight for additional 
clean-up funding for mili-
tary bases that have polluted 
Bucks and Montgomery 
County water supplies with 
perfluorinated compounds.
Kyle Bagenstose: 215-949-4211; 
email: kbagenstose@calkins.com; 
Twitter: @KyleBagenstose
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— the environment, agriculture, the 
arts — but Trump said that’s impera-
tive to take on the Islamic State group 
and others in a dangerous world.

“To keep Americans safe, we have 
made the tough choices that have 
been put off for too long,” he declared 
in a statement titled “America First” 
that accompanied the budget.

Or, as Budget Director Mick Mul-
vaney said, “This is a hard power 
budget, not a soft power budget.”

It’s not entirely in line with 
Trump’s campaign pledges.

It would make a big down pay-
ment on the U.S.-Mexico border wall, 
which Trump repeatedly promised 
the Mexicans would pay for. Ameri-
can taxpayers will, at least for now. 
Thursday’s proposal calls for an 
immediate $1.4 billion infusion with 
an additional $2.6 billion planned for 
the 2018 budget year starting Oct. 1.

Parts of Trump’s spending plan for 
the next fiscal year angered both con-
gressional Democrats and Republi-
cans who will have the final say on it.

While it targets Democratic priori-
ties like housing, community devel-
opment and the environment, it also 
would slash GOP sacred cows like aid 
to rural schools and subsidized airline 
service to Trump strongholds, and it 
would raise fees on participants in the 
federal flood insurance program.

The budget pursues frequent 
targets of the GOP’s staunchest con-
servatives, eliminating the National 
Endowment for the Arts, legal aid for 
the poor, low-income heating assis-
tance and the AmeriCorps national 
service program established by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

But Midwestern Republicans 
including Sen. Rob Portman of 

Ohio were upset by cuts to the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative. South-
ern Republicans like Rep. Hal Rog-
ers of Kentucky lashed out at cuts 
he called “draconian, careless and 
counterproductive.”

One target of the budget is the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, 
which helps communities in the 
region.

Trump’s proposal covers only 
roughly one-fourth of the approxi-
mately $4 trillion total federal bud-
get. This is the discretionary portion 
that Congress passes each year, not 
addressing taxes, Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid.

Nor does it make predictions 
about deficits and the economy. Those 
big-picture details are due in May, and 
are sure to show large — probably 
permanent — budget deficits. Trump 
has vowed not to cut Social Security 
and Medicare and is dead set against 

raising taxes.
As for Thursday’s proposal, 

Republicans praised the president 
for beefing up the Pentagon, but they 
were far less enthusiastic about accept-
ing Trump’s recipe for doing so with-
out adding to the nation’s $20 trillion 
debt.

“While we support more funding 
for our military and defense, we must 
maintain support for our farmers and 
ranchers,” said North Dakota Repub-
lican John Hoeven, blasting a 21 
percent cut to the Agriculture Depart-
ment’s budget.

The proposed budget would close 
numerous county offices that help 
farmers and rural residents navigate 
farm subsidy and rural development 
programs. Rural development and 
water projects would also bear cuts.

“I just want to make sure that 
rural America, who was very sup-
portive to Trump, doesn’t have to take 

a disproportionately high cut,” said 
Rep. Robert Aderholt, R-Ala.

Budget Director Mulvaney 
acknowledged that passing the cuts 
could be an uphill struggle and said 
the administration would negotiate.

“This is not a take-it-or-leave-it 
budget,” he acknowledged.

Many of Trump’s GOP allies on 
Capitol Hill gave it only grudging 
praise, if any.

“Congress has the power of the 
purse,” reminded House Appropria-
tions Committee Chairman Rodney 
Frelinghuysen of New Jersey. “I look 
forward to reviewing this,” said House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.

“Many of the reductions and elim-
inations proposed in the President’s 
‘skinny budget’ are draconian, care-
less and counterproductive,” said Rep. 
Harold Rogers, R-Ky.

Law enforcement agencies like the 
FBI would be spared. In addition to 
the billions for the border wall, there 
is a request for $1.2 billion for the cur-
rent budget year for additional bor-
der patrol and immigration control 
agents.

More than 3,000 EPA workers 
would lose their jobs and programs 
such as Barack Obama’s Clean Power 
Plan, which would tighten regulations 
on emissions from power plants seen 
as contributing to global warming, 
would be eliminated. Popular EPA 
grants for state and local drinking 
and wastewater projects would be pre-
served, however, even as research into 
climate change would be eliminated.

Before the two sides go to war over 
Trump’s 2018 plan, they need to deal 
with more than $1.1 trillion in unfin-
ished agency budgets for the current 
year. A temporary catchall spending 
bill expires April 28; negotiations 
have barely started and could get 
hung up over Trump’s request for the 
wall and additional border patrol and 
immigration enforcement agents, just 
for starters.

Budget
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By JAMes o’MAlley
STAFF WRITER

A former Newtown 
Township police detective 
will serve time on proba-
tion after admitting to 
drug possession.

Charles Palko, 46, 
of Harleysville, pleaded 
guilty Wednesday in 
Bucks County Court to 
a misdemeanor count of 
possession of a controlled 
substance.

He was charged last 
year after investigators said 
they suspected he stole 
drugs from a drug drop-
off box in the lobby of the 
Newtown Township police 
station in May.

Palko admitted 
Wednesday his coworkers’ 
suspicions were correct, 
saying he was driven by an 
addiction to prescription 
pills that pushed him away 
from his family and even-
tually cost him his career.

Palko resigned from 
the department July 4. 
After four years of abusing 
pain pills, he said, he has 
now been clean for nearly 
300 days.

His wife, Donna Palko, 
said her husband is a 
changed man since getting 
into treatment.

Bucks County Judge 
Wallace H. Bateman com-
mended Palko’s efforts in 
achieving sobriety, but said 
the man’s standing in his 
former career highlights 
a stark truth: “This drug 
epidemic or plague has no 
limits.”

He then ordered Palko 
to spend one year on pro-
bation and to complete 50 
hours of community ser-
vice, suggesting he spend 
the time educating on the 
dangers of drug addiction.

Bateman said he would 
consider easing the proba-
tion’s reporting conditions 
after six months.

Palko’s defense attor-
ney, Louis Busico, who 
described his client in 
court as having been a 
“worthy adversary” while 
a detective, said he believes 
Palko will succeed in beat-
ing his addiction due in no 
small part to the support 
his family and friends.

“If this epidemic that 
currently grips our soci-
ety can get to a man like 
Chuck, it can get to any 
of us,” Busico said. “For-
tunately Chuck has the 
strength and the unyield-
ing determination to pre-
vail. And he will.”
James O’Malley: 215-510-9372  
email: jomalley@calkins.com  
Twitter: @omalley_intell

Ex-detective 
gets probation 
for drug 
possession
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Budget Director Mick Mulvaney speaks about President Donald Trump’s 

budget proposal for the coming fiscal year at the White House on Thursday.
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