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Erin Brockovich, law Ürm announce they'll investigate tainted water around bases
By Kyle Bagenstose, staff writer  Jun 7, 2016

Weitz & Luxenberg, a New York City law rm specializing in toxic exposure cases and associated with consumer advocate Erin Brockovich, con rmed

Tuesday that it's investigating the well contamination in Bucks and Montgomery counties that is believed to have originated at three nearby military bases.

Brockovich, who was made famous by an eponymous 2000 movie that chronicled her involvement in a successful California lawsuit, was quoted in a release

from the rm.

“It is time to give this community a voice and make sure those responsible are held accountable for this issue,” said Brockovich, who's a spokeswoman for the

rm but not a practicing attorney.

The contamination in question involves unregulated chemicals per uorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and per uorooctanoic acid (PFOA), which are found in the

re ghting foams that have been used at military bases across the country as far back as the 1970s. Locally, the bases are the former Naval Air Station Joint

Reserve Base in Horsham, the active Horsham Air Guard Station and the former Naval Air Warfare Center in Warminster.

William Thomas Cain / For the Courier Times

(File) A map of some of the wells contaminated in the area is pointed out during a public information
session in August 2014 about water quality in Warminster.
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The chemicals  rst were discovered in local public and private wells in summer 2014, following a one-time, nationwide testing program by the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency and a subsequent investigation by the military. The EPA recently revised its recommended drinking water limits for the

chemicals to protect against lifetime health risks, setting off a wave of concern here and across the country.

Approximately 16 public and 140 private wells have been taken of ine in Bucks and Montgomery counties. The military has taken responsibility and agreed

to pay approximately $19 million to provide bottled water for owners of affected private wells and connect them to public water, and to build ltration

systems and purchase replacement water for affected public wells.

The release from Weitz & Luxenberg notes the rm has conducted similar investigations in New York, Vermont and New Hampshire, and led a federal class

action lawsuit against a plastics company suspected of contaminating drinking supplies with PFOA in Hoosick Falls, New York.

“The people of Pennsylvania recently woke up to nd out that they have been consuming chemical-tainted water without their knowledge,” Robin

Greenwald, head of the rm’s environmental and consumer protection Unit, said in the release.

“Like so many other communities across the country also facing a PFOA-contaminated drinking water crisis, this community has many questions about how

long they have been drinking this dangerous water, what effect it is having on their well-being and who is at fault. This investigation will seek to answer

these questions," Greenwald said.

The announcement comes one day after Congressman Brendan Boyle, D-13, of Philadelphia, announced he had requested congressional hearings on the

risks of PFOA and PFOS at military facilities here and across the country.

This news organization has been investigating local PFOA and PFOS contamination since it rst reported on the concerns of local residents in February. A

library of that coverage is available at no cost online at www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/horsham-pfos.
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