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Congressmen seek answers from Navy on contaminated well water around area bases
By Kyle Bagenstose, staff writer  Mar 3, 2016

Pennsylvania Congressmen Mike Fitzpatrick, Patrick Meehan and Brendan Boyle sent a joint letter to the Department of the Navy on Thursday, seeking

answers to a litany of questions about how the department handled the discovery of toxic chemicals in public and private wells around a trio of former and

active military bases in Bucks and Montgomery counties.

The subject of an investigation published Sunday by this newspaper, chemicals per uorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and per uorooctanoic acid (PFOA) have

been found in nearly 100 private and public wells in three communities adjacent to the former Naval Air Warfare Center in Warminster and the former

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base in Horsham. The Horsham Air Guard Station, a still operational facility, is also investigating contamination on its

property.

The chemical compounds, used in re ghting foams on the bases and in many consumer products, aren't regulated yet by the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency, though some research has found links between them and a variety of illnesses, including several cancers.

“We are writing on behalf of the people we represent to seek a full understanding of the well water contamination in parts of Bucks and Montgomery

counties in Pennsylvania near former military facilities,” read the letter to Gregory Preston, director of the Navy’s Base Realignment and Closure Program

Management Of ce East.
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This portion of the now-defunct Naval Air Warfare Center in Warminster is near where training
exercises with re ghting foams were conducted. The Ann's Choice retirement community, built on
former base land, rises in the background. The Navy has taken responsibility for contaminated public
and private wells around the NAWC. It has paid to connect homeowners to public water and to cleanse
public wells.     
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The district of Fitzpatrick, R-8, of Middletown, covers all of Bucks County, where the former Naval Air Warfare Center is located. The district of Meehan, R-

7, of Upper Darby, borders the southwest edge of the joint reserve base. The district of Boyle, D-13, of Philadelphia, contains the joint reserve base and

Horsham Air Guard Station.

The letter included the following questions and requests for information, presented here verbatim:

How did the Navy rst determine that PFOA and PFOS were present in public and private water wells in Warminster, Horsham and Warrington?

On what exact date did the Navy learn that PFOA and PFOS were present in public and private water wells in Warminster, Horsham and Warrington?

On what exact date did the Navy inform local authorities and relevant state and federal agencies? Please characterize the nature and content of those noti cations.

On what exact date were area residents informed about the presence of PFOA and PFOS? Please characterize the nature and content of those noti cations.

On what exact date were the contaminated wells taken of ine?

What steps did the Navy take to inform residents that PFOA and PFOS might cause illness?

The National Guard Bureau, which operates the Horsham Air Guard Station, and the Navy have agreed to pay nearly $19 million to help limit exposure to

contaminated wells. So far, that has involved: supplying bottled water to homeowners with private wells contaminated above a provisional health advisory

level set by the EPA; paying to connect those homes to public water; purchasing ltration systems for public wells contaminated above the EPA levels; and

paying for public water systems to buy water from nearby authorities to offset what would have been supplied by the lost wells.

The Warminster Municipal Authority, the Horsham Water and Sewer Authority and the Warrington Water and Sewer Department all took several wells

of ine in 2014, after the chemicals were detected above the EPA levels.

A January report from the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry said that because Warminster residents were exposed to a high levels

of PFOS before the wells were taken of ine, the contamination presented a “past public health hazard.”

In their letter to the Navy, the congressmen also said: “We appreciate that the Navy has been working closely with the EPA, public water authorities and

residents to take wells of ine, address contamination and provide safe drinking water access. Yet, we believe it is imperative that affected families in

Warminster and Horsham have a complete understanding of when and how the Navy determined the nature of the well contamination, as well as its

response to it.”

The letter from the congressmen follows a Wednesday letter from State Reps. Todd Stephens and Bernie O'Neill, asking the Navy to fund an “independent

health risk assessment study” to determine whether residents’ health is at risk or already has been affected by the contamination.

The newspaper has reached out to the Navy for comment on that letter and was informed the request was received and would be considered. The

newspaper also has requested comment on Thursday’s letter.
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PFOA and PFOS: A timeline of growing concern

1943
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base commissioned in Horsham

1944
Naval Air Warfare Center commissioned in Warminster

1960s
Military begins using re ghting foams that contain PFOA and PFOS

1989
NAWC declared Superfund site after chemical contaminants are found

1995
NAS-JRB declared Superfund site after chemical contaminants are found

1997
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commision, known as BRAC, closes the NAWC

2009
Environmental Protection Agency establishes preliminary health advisories of .4 parts per billion for PFOA and .2 ppb for PFOS and EPA adds PFOA/PFOS
to list of “emerging contaminants in 2012

2011
C8 Science Panel begins to release ndings of health studies that show “probable links” between PFOA and a variety of illnesses, including cancer

2011
BRAC closes the NAS-JRB

2011
PFOA and PFOS rst identi ed at NAWC and NAS-JRB

2013-2014
PFOA and PFOS found in private and public wells in Warminster, Horsham, Warrington, Doylestown Township, and Bristol Township and public wells are
closed

2014
Military agrees to pay a combined $18.9 million to connect private well owners to public water systems and buy water for public systems

2016
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry declares PFOS presented a “past health risk” to residents near NAWC and the NAS-JRB  

Investigation continues

Source: Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, United States Navy, United States Environmental Protection Agency, C8 Science Panel and The New York Times
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