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State representatives call on Navy to fund health study related to contaminated water
By Kyle Bagenstose, staff writer  Mar 2, 2016

State Reps. Todd Stephens and Bernie O'Neill want the U.S. Navy to fund an “independent health risk assessment study” to determine whether toxic

contaminants discovered around a pair of former military bases in Warminster and Horsham have presented health risks to those who drank the tainted

water.

The subject of an investigation published Sunday by this paper, chemicals per uorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and per uorooctanoic acid (PFOA) have been

found in nearly 100 private and public water supply wells in several communities adjacent to the former Naval Air Warfare Center in Warminster and

former Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base in Horsham. While the chemicals are not yet regulated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, some

Calkins archives

(File) The Ann's Choice senior development, shown here in 2006, was built on land that once was part
of the now-defunct Naval Air Warfare Center in Warminster. The Navy admits its use of re ghting
foam over decades has tainted some area water.

http://teads.tv/en/teads-media/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/users/profile/kbagenstose
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssWbkm2k_sog8cO3TP0R-B1FKdAaHuzEcWl_8wLesvibkIF7d0kP2Mzws_jTV9B2wt7C-cHgLolXpltDJ_mnqpVRmw9zOP-hmfT1YWpjpNF-RiDdnEECxDQV9nXN1nK2mWsoUllLZXNlksjFD-N4hvIuxWLotqJEw5WOIq4QOvwBL0bOGfV2pYztObQXOgoYqb3wt9LxjuVzC6oTCtuCHOBXauhokamtEK3Pih4LH10dBm9nmM0mIEvNZj7_DYH8kBoC7Vc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzN32liD1F9JF&adurl=https://www.smokendudesbbq.com/menu.php%3Fmid%3D8510
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/well-contamination-by-bucks-county-and-montgomery-county-military-bases/article_e1cb8a52-d58b-11e5-9cf8-2784df54b2f3.html


11/25/2016 State representatives call on Navy to fund health study related to contaminated water | PFOS/PFOA Water Contamination | buckscountycouriertimes.com

http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/local/staterepresentativescallonnavytofundhealthstudyrelated/article_eeddf666e0d111e58a207bdfac… 2/3

research has found links between the chemicals and a variety of illnesses, including several cancers.

“Our families deserve answers,” Stephens, R-151, of Horsham, was quoted in a release posted on his website Wednesday. The statement noted that O'Neill,

R-29, of Warminster, is joining him in the request for the study. “I urge the Navy to address this as quickly as possible.”

The Navy, along with the National Guard Bureau, which operates the still operational Horsham Air Guard Station, have already agreed to pay nearly $19

million to help limit exposure to contaminated wells. So far, that has involved supplying bottled water to homeowners with private wells contaminated

above a provisional health advisory set by the federal Environmental Protection Agency in 2009; paying to have those homes hooked up to public water;

purchasing ltration systems for public wells contaminated above the EPA levels; and absorbing the costs of public water systems purchasing water from

nearby authorities to offset the lost wells.

The Warminster Municipal Authority, Horsham Water and Sewer Authority, and Warrington Water and Sewer Department all took several of their wells

of ine in 2014, after the chemicals were detected above the EPA levels. But a January report from the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry

said that because Warminster residents were exposed to a high levels of PFOS before wells were taken of ine, the contamination presented a “past public

health hazard.”

“While we know the water is now safe to drink, it's important we understand what, if any, health risks exist from past water usage,” Stephens wrote in the

release.

The ATSDR is conducting a second, similar assessment in Horsham and Warrington.

The release stated the lawmakers had the following questions: "Is our health at risk from past exposure? If so, what is the risk to our health? What can we do

to protect our families and minimize any long-term effect of exposure to these compounds?"

In a phone interview, Stephens said he and O'Neill would be sending the Navy an of cial letter with their requests.

As reported in Sunday's story, many researchers say the health effects of PFOA and PFOS, found in re ghting foams used at the military bases but also in a

variety of common household products, is still in question. However, the largest study to date on PFOA was conducted by a panel of independent

researchers funded by settlement of a lawsuit against chemical company DuPont in West Virginia. That study looked for patterns in the health of 69,000

residents who were exposed to water contaminated by a DuPont plant in the region, and took more than seven years and $70 million to complete.

Lora Werner, regional director for the ATSDR, told the paper a study of that magnitude would require funding that could only be authorized by Congress or

the Navy.

In a phone interview, Stephens said he hoped a similar study could be conducted in Bucks and Montgomery by independent health researchers, funded by

the Navy.

“For decades we had a great relationship with the Navy, and frankly I think most people in Horsham wish the Navy was still occupying the base,” Stephens

said. “(But) it seems as though their actions there may have led to these issues, so I think it's their responsibility to provide us with the information we need

to protect ourselves and families, if necessary.”

A request for comment emailed by the paper to Navy of cials Wednesday evening was not immediately answered.
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