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Sellersville to name streets after

residents who lost their lives in

Vietnam

Posted: Sunday, May 25, 2014

11:15 pm | Updated: 7:08 am, Tue

May 27, 2014.

By Kyle Bagenstose Staff Writer

Stanley Smith Cope Jr. was just a few weeks past his
20th birthday when he was making his way across a
mountainside in Vietnam’s Thua Thien province.

Taking point for his platoon on a trail that cut through
thick jungle, the Sellersville native and North Penn High
School graduate didn’t think much of the hat he found
lying in the middle of the path.

“When Stanley picked it up, they opened up the
ambush,” recalled Tom Lehner, a fellow member of 2nd
platoon, Hotel Company, 26th Marines. “He was shot
through the chest and died immediately.”

Lehner, of Pittsburgh, says the memory shakes him to
this day. He remembers Cope as a “nice, very innocent”
kid who “never even had a drink of beer,” and says the
mere mention of his name is enough to give him goose
bumps. They had been in the country less than two
months.

“We carried him for a long time to a place where
choppers could finally pick him up,” Lehner said. “I can
remember I grabbed his leg for whatever reason. And
then they pulled him up on a carriage, which spun in the
air. When it got to the top, the guy put his shoe on it to
stop it from spinning, pulled him in, and that’s the last I
saw of Stanley.”

While the memory remains a wound for Lehner, the
Marine is happy to hear the news that Sellersville
Council is working to make sure Cope’s name isn’t lost
to history.

The council recently voted to name three streets in a
new development after local residents who lost their
lives in the Vietnam War. Along with Cope, Randall
Moore, also of Sellersville, and Clifford Van Artsdalen, of
Plumstead, will each have a court bestowed with their
last name in the new development, titled Carillon Hill.

Built by developer W.B. Homes, the subdivision will
contain about 50 townhouses and twin homes.

“They asked us for ideas for road names,” said Sellersville Manager David Rivet. “Councilman Barry Kuhn thought
it would be a good idea to dedicate the names to individuals from the area who had been killed in the war.”
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Images and medals of Randy Moore, who was killed in

Vietnam. The image of Randy holding his M-16 is the

last image taken of him before he was killed. A road is

being named after him in Sellersville.
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Randall Moore’s older brother, Tom, of Hilltown, says he was honored to hear the news of the dedication.

“It’s a big plus. It’s always nice to have recognition of him and his fellow soldiers, through all the wars,” Moore
said.

Tom Moore was the second of three brothers, and says his older brother, Dallas, served in the Marine Corps prior
to the start of Vietnam. He recalls his younger brother, Randy, enlisting in the Army in 1967 shortly after leaving
Pennridge High School in his senior year.

“He was a tall, thin kid, who loved music,” Moore said.

Moore says Randy enlisted in the Army with a buddy, Oscar Benevento. However, the two were separated when
Randy was tapped to become a sniper following basic training.

“When (Benevento) was flying to his advanced training, the plane actually went down. Randy lost his best buddy
before he even got to Vietnam,” Moore said.

After arriving in the country, Moore said his brother had a particularly dangerous job, taking advance positions to
“pick off” any enemies he could find and clear the way for the groups behind him. However, the 19-year-old Moore
didn’t lose his life in combat.

“Apparently it was early in the morning in camp, and they were getting up and getting ready for maneuvers,” Moore
said. “There was a group of them, and somehow a grenade was dropped or fell or something happened to make
the pin come out. And that’s how he died.”

Moore recalls that four or five years ago, he got a call from Kuhn saying that an old Army buddy of Randy’s was
attempting to locate members of the Moore family. After getting in touch, Moore says the man told him that he and
Randy were bunkmates, but had had a falling out the night before the incident.

“The sergeant had separated them and put somebody else in the bunk with Randy,” Moore said. “So he wasn’t
with Randy the next morning when it happened, and he had a tough time accepting that. After we spoke, he told
me that he finally stopped having nightmares, now that he had gotten (the guilt) off his chest.”

Cope’s younger brother, Steven, says he has mainly tried to leave the tragedy of his brother’s death in the past.

“My cousin sent me a newspaper clipping, but I more or less try and forget it,” Cope said. “It said he had been shot
in the chest. I don’t care to dwell on that stuff.”

Cope, of Challis, Idaho, prefers to remember his brother as an outdoorsman who considered joining the Air Force
before being drafted, in order to follow in the footsteps of their father, Stanley Smith Cope Sr. The older Stanley
Cope was a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter pilot in World War II, and spent a year in a prisoner of war camp after being
shot down.

“I remember (my brother) and I both liked hunting, and flying model airplanes,” Cope recalled. “He was a nicer
person than I was.”

Lehner says Cope’s death will forever serve as a lesson for the nation.

“I’m 67 now, and I realize now what young kids we were,” Lehner said. “You had 58,000 young kids that got killed.
That will never happen again. This country wouldn’t have it.”

For as difficult as it might be for friends and family of Cope and Moore to recall the memory of their loved ones,
closure for Robert Dawson, who served with Van Artsdalen, may never come.

Van Artsdalen, a Pennridge graduate, was originally reported as missing in action on May 9, 1968, after the Army
specialist was part of a unit attacked in the Quang Tin Province. According to online reports, Van Artsdalen and
two others were sent to a position to provide a base of fire, and fell under heavy return fire.

Dawson, of Pocatello, Idaho, says he was one of the men next to Van Artsdalen. He recalls a sudden explosion.

“I was in the same position with him,” Dawson said. “I don’t remember much. I had a concussion and woke up in
the hospital. I was told he was KIA.”

However, Van Artsdalen’s body was never recovered. A nearby sergeant reported seeing that Van Artsdalen had
been hit in the head from the explosion. Two men were wounded trying to recover the body of the 18-year-old
Pennridge graduate, and the unit was forced to leave without him.

Van Artsdalen was declared killed in action, body not recovered on July 5, 1968, making him one of the
approximately 2,500 Americans whose bodies never came back from Vietnam. A grave marker in section 3 of the
Gettysburg National Cemetery bears his name.

“We were pretty close, I remember him being a really nice guy,” Dawson said, pausing heavily between his
thoughts. “I can’t understand why they never recovered his body. It’s been bothering me this whole time … it’s
been wearing on me all these years.”

Last week, on a drive from northeast Pennsylvania back to this area, Moore says he was thinking of his brother
when he took a different route to his place in Hatfield. He passed along the back of the property where the Carillon
Hill development will go, and pulled up to the large Sellersville water tower that abuts the property line.
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“I remember right before Randy left for Vietnam, he and his buddies were raising heck one night and climbed the
water tower,” Moore said. “When they got back down a few policemen were there to greet them, and they got in a

little trouble. But it’s ironic. From up there, Randy would have been able to look right down on his road.”
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Ex-Bucks guard pleads no contest to touching inmate

A former guard at the Bucks County prison Monday pleaded no contest to criminal

charges that allege he inappropriately touched a female inmate and intimidated a

witness to the October incident.

Doylestown Twp. woman still stuck with her needles

Sharon Presti is on a mission she wishes she didn’t have to take. The artist and

photographer is going public with her condition to alert people that Pennsylvania has no

law regarding the safe disposal of used syringes, or “sharps.”

Horsham, Warminster hit by water contamination

Communities in Horsham and Warminster, each with a former Navy base that became a

Superfund site, are dealing with new water contamination problems from compounds

previously used on the government properties.
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