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Heroin panel packs Perkasie firehall
1 Comments

Posted: Wednesday, June 4, 2014 12:00 am | Updated: 2:40

pm, Fri Jun 20, 2014.

By Kyle Bagenstose Staff Writer

They didn’t tell their full names, but they told their story.

Sitting in front of hundreds of concerned citizens in a
packed Perkasie fire hall, Larry and Terry retold the
events of what had been a hellacious, but not
uncommon, weekend.

“In a 72-hour period, we were in Grand View Hospital
twice,” Larry said, speaking about his son’s visits to the
hospital’s emergency room after overdosing on heroin.
“He walked away from voluntary treatment the first time
(and again) on Saturday… Later, we went up to his
bedroom and found him curled up in a ball with a
needle and blood trickling down his arm.”

After the second life-threatening overdose, Larry said he
signed a 302 form for his son, enacting an involuntary
commitment to a care facility that is usually reserved for
individuals suffering severely enough from mental
illness that they present a danger to themselves or
others.

Larry spoke in a matter-of-fact manner, as he and his
wife, Terry, explained that weekend’s events were just
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PERKASIE, PA - JUNE 03: The audience listens to the

panel as they speak about heroin abuse June 3, 2014

in Perkasie, Pennsylvania. The Penn Foundation and

Borough of Perkasie invited the Perkasie / Pennridge

community to a talk on heroin abuse. (Photo by William

Thomas Cain/Cain Images)
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the latest in a cycle of addiction that has been going on
for years.

“He’s been injecting himself with bath salts for years.
He’s been in and out of the health care system and in
and out of jail,” Larry said.

Terry added that she no longer saw much of the son
she knew before his addiction.

“It’s not the person I knew a long time ago. You get
glimpses, but you don’t get more than that,” Terry said.
“I have found our son many times almost dead, once
clutching a note.”

The parents were part of a panel organized by the
Perkasie Borough Quality of Life Committee, in
conjunction with Penn Foundation, a behavioral health
services center based in Sellersville, to address the
concerns of heroin and drug addiction in the Pennridge
community. They were joined on stage by Gordon
Hornig, Penn Foundation’s mobile engagement
director; Steve Hillias, chief of the Perkasie Police
Department; and Rob Frankil, owner of Sellersville
Pharmacy.

The panelists took turns sharing their expertise on how to stem the growing drug crisis, speaking to an audience
in the Perkasie Fire Co.’s main hall that was so large late-comers were turned away.

Hornig told the audience that the problem was not one that was unique to Upper Bucks County, and that
community-based solutions provide key measures to prevention.

“The problem isn’t just here in Perkasie,” Hornig said. “You think you can send (addicts) away and they’ll come
back better, but the same problem is going to happen over and over because the addiction is there as well.”

Hornig emphasized interpersonal relationships as the first line of defense.

“Prevention can be in the form of taking a bold step to getting loved ones into treatment,” Hornig said. “Ninety-five
percent of people involved in addiction don’t realize they have an addiction.”

Hornig said that a variety of treatment options existed, ranging from educational seminars at the Penn Foundation,
to in-patient and out-patient treatment programs at various providers, up to the drastic measure of calling police
on a loved one.

Hillias also explored the possibilities of exercising that option, adding that it may serve as a wake-up call while
minimizing the risk of developing a criminal record, if done under certain circumstances.

“It’s a heck of a thing to call the cops on your child,” Hillias said. “But it may buy you the time you need to impress
upon your loved one to get the treatment they need.”

Hillias said that if the individual was a first-time offender, who was behaving nonviolently and had only enough
substance to be considered a personal amount, that they would likely not leave the house in handcuffs. He added
that they would likely be eligible for a variety of county programs designed to get an individual into treatment and
leave them without a criminal record.

Hillias also spoke on the efforts of law enforcement, calling the drug trade one best solved when both the supply
and demand sides of the equation are being reduced.

“By making arrests and seizing inventory, we lower the supply of drugs out there,” Hillias said, adding that the
demand side was where the bulk of prevention lay. “Through treatment programs, the demand is lower, and drug
dealers have less customers.”

Hillias said the community could do its part by reporting suspicious activities, and added that his department had
recently made an arrest of what they believed to be a heroin dealer after being tipped by an anonymous caller. He
added that disposing of extra medicine at the police station or during drug giveback days was also important in
diminishing drug supplies.

“I urge everyone in the community to look into the medicine cabinet, and get any old or expired medications out of
your house,” Hillias said, adding that his department had established a drug drop-off box. “We’ll get them out of
the community.”

Frankil, who has owned the Sellersville Pharmacy for 25 years, said he knows firsthand that there are an
abundance of unneeded prescription pills in the community.

“Most heroin addicts start with pills,” Frankil said. “Where do they come from? Pharmacies, unfortunately.”

Frankil said pharmacists are fighting an uphill battle to try and keep pills out of the community, due to what he
called “gray areas” in the ability of doctors to provide scripts. While pharmacists in the area often communicate to
identify individuals who “doctor or pharmacy shopped” to spread around their subscriptions, Frankil said it was
more difficult to identify doctors who write too many scripts.
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“If someone was in a car accident a year ago and has a chronic condition, do they need 30, 60 tablets a month?

They may walk in and say 180,” Frankil said. “Unfortunately, there’s money to be made by selling extras on the

street.”

Frankil added that while some doctors who run “pill mills” have been shut down, there are many who simply over

prescribe. Frankil said it’s important to dispose of any extra pills.

“There’s a habit, especially among emergency room doctors and dentists, to prescribe 30 pills and most people
don’t take them all,” Frankil said. “If you hold on to them, someone could find them, and then they get diverted (to

illegal uses).”

The panel also took anonymous audience questions following their presentation. One dealt with the influence of

marijuana, in light of legalization efforts around the country.

“It’s typically a gateway drug,” Hornig said. “Seventy-six percent of addicts use marijuana, and alcohol is a close

second.”

Hornig suggested continuing to educate youth on the fact that the drug is illegal, despite changing legislation in
other states.

Each panelist emphasized that the most important tool to battle drug use and addiction was to have the courage

to act, whether it be having an intervention for a loved one or seeking appropriate resources.

For Larry and Terry, the realization that a center like the Penn Foundation was available to assist in not only
treatment, but with information on how to finance treatments, offered them a ray of light in otherwise dark times.

“(Hornig) presented us and our son with help. They have answers and options,” Larry said. “There’s no guarantee

of a complete cure or recovery, but there’s a guarantee that there are people who care.”

Penn Foundation: pennfoundation.org, 215-257-6551. Perkasie Police Department: perkasiepd.org, 267-517-
0099 for anonymous tip line.

Kyle Bagenstose: 215-345-3187; email: kbagenstose@calkins.com; Twitter: @KyleBagenstose
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Ex-Bucks guard pleads no contest to touching inmate

A former guard at the Bucks County prison Monday pleaded no contest to criminal

charges that allege he inappropriately touched a female inmate and intimidated a

witness to the October incident.

Doylestown Twp. woman still stuck with her needles

Sharon Presti is on a mission she wishes she didn’t have to take. The artist and

photographer is going public with her condition to alert people that Pennsylvania has no

law regarding the safe disposal of used syringes, or “sharps.”

Horsham, Warminster hit by water contamination

Communities in Horsham and Warminster, each with a former Navy base that became a

Superfund site, are dealing with new water contamination problems from compounds

previously used on the government properties.

More Coverage

Penn Foundation tries to keep pace with heroin addiction

More about Drugs

ARTICLE: Pa. unveils new ER guidelines for dispensing pain medications

Warminster Police Search for Drugs

ARTICLE: Concerns in Perkasie over 'problem house'

ARTICLE: Police: Richland man center of four drug cases

ARTICLE: We need to start child-proofing pot

More about Heroin

ARTICLE: Police: Heroin disguised as prescription painkiller found in Burlington County

ARTICLE: Police: Warrington man dealt heroin to informant

ARTICLE: Morrisville cops: Mom snorted heroin in car with child watching

ARTICLE: Bensalem police car stop nets $1.2 million in heroin

ARTICLE: Hatboro man sentenced for providing heroin to girlfriend

More about Perkasie

http://www.theintell.com/news/local/ex-bucks-guard-pleads-no-contest-to-touching-inmate/article_54ac39fb-b167-52af-a0b1-ec241231d235.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/doylestown-twp-woman-still-stuck-with-her-needles/article_d2adfec9-5a58-5c87-9e60-8aad37ce9848.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/horsham-warminster-hit-by-water-contamination/article_b8c42f25-e6c4-5560-8875-038a33d16312.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/ex-bucks-guard-pleads-no-contest-to-touching-inmate/article_54ac39fb-b167-52af-a0b1-ec241231d235.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/doylestown-twp-woman-still-stuck-with-her-needles/article_d2adfec9-5a58-5c87-9e60-8aad37ce9848.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/horsham-warminster-hit-by-water-contamination/article_b8c42f25-e6c4-5560-8875-038a33d16312.html?d=topstoriesnow
http://pennfoundation.org/
http://perkasiepd.org/
http://www.theintell.com/news/communities/pennridge/penn-foundation-tries-to-keep-pace-with-heroin-addiction/article_8ffa37f5-808e-515d-a939-3d589e7c3f34.html
http://www.theintell.com/topic/?q=%22drugs%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/pa-unveils-new-er-guidelines-for-dispensing-pain-medications/article_192cc717-2ad6-5e13-80f2-5b330736aec2.html
http://www.theintell.com/imported_photos/warminster-police-search-for-drugs/image_d7fd95b8-8cba-5751-a516-b8edc8f809e3.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/concerns-in-perkasie-over-problem-house/article_e851370a-1b16-5319-a8dc-480519d8f264.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/police-richland-man-center-of-four-drug-cases/article_6b0a1c03-ed39-5804-b64c-19a9aeaaecd6.html
http://www.theintell.com/opinion/op-ed/we-need-to-start-child-proofing-pot/article_b7ae6c35-f7d8-5227-98fc-03b18ad54c8c.html
http://www.theintell.com/topic/?q=%22heroin%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time
http://www.theintell.com/news/crime/police-heroin-disguised-as-prescription-painkiller-found-in-burlington-county/article_dbabe372-9249-5a6a-a510-6907d939e9a9.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/local/police-warrington-man-dealt-heroin-to-informant/article_e3346d1f-51e4-5f07-b6f4-93827ef2b256.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/communities/falls/morrisville-cops-mom-snorted-heroin-in-car-with-child-watching/article_aaf07fda-bf73-50b4-9e85-0621ff6ef941.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/communities/bensalem/bensalem-police-car-stop-nets-million-in-heroin/article_ae588f75-5107-5941-ae5c-fbaec7df0055.html
http://www.theintell.com/news/communities/willow-grove/hatboro-man-sentenced-for-providing-heroin-to-girlfriend/article_f31cafc6-6796-5767-a7ce-3afc38306db5.html
http://www.theintell.com/topic/?q=%22perkasie%22&t=&l=25&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=&sd=desc&s=start_time


Discuss Print

Similar Stories

CB board delays teacher contract vote

Ex-Bucks guard pleads no contest to
touching inmate

Delaware Valley College takes the plunge
for ALS

Lower Makefield police seek man who
exposed self to girls

County to spray for mosquitoes in
Warminster

Most Read

Blaze destroys Warminster home

Horsham, Warminster hit by water
contamination

Mom 'heartbroken' over daughter's suicide
by train

Cops: Stabbing reported in Plumstead

Plumstead man charged with attempted
murder of Warminster woman

ARTICLE: Government Meetings for Monday, August 18

ARTICLE: Sellersville bridge scheduled for 2017 replacement

ARTICLE: Three injured in East Rockhill crash

ARTICLE: Perkasie's Walnut Street Bridge closes to pedestrians Friday

ARTICLE: What's new: Bakery opens in Perkasie

1 comment:

Watch this discussion

Post CommentShare on FacebookShare on Twitter

KBagenstose
   More...

Begin typing here... 

Posts: 1

4eversunny posted at 10:39 am on Wed, Jun 4, 2014.

For anyone that was a parent that left without answers...1st seek a support group, 2nd

don't blame yourself or others for your loved one's use. If you didn't buy it for them, put it

in their arm you did not cause it. 3rd No one can cure the disease of addiction but it can

be arrested with them getting the help and going to a 12 step program, counseling and

fellowship within their program of those who have long clean time. Put the oxygen mask

on yourself first and then you can take care of your loved one that is suffering. If you have

a child under 18 in school and there is drug use... SPEAK UP and let the superintendent

know who, what and where and let them take it from there. I have a new found trust in

this new Leader!

I was very frustrated with the false sense of hope in others and in a rehab. It begins with

yourself and then when we change, our loved ones just might seek help without us

blocking their way. Learn the tools to get your life back, to learn to BE there for your loved

one and not DO what they can do themselves in the FREE support group Nar-Anon.

Find a meeting and never feel alone again. My life has changed because it! I can laugh

again, live again and I am watching my loved one become this new and wonderful

person in his program. Find a meeting www.nar-anon.org

Unfortunately our law enforcement is human and not perfect. Our loved ones are not a

piece of trash, they are not junk. They don't need tough love, they need love,

understanding, direction and help. They need us to have compassion and direction for

them so they want the help. Otherwise they get a attitude towards those in law

enforcement, in the court room, etc. Because of the compassion shown by two officers
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